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The Contents. 


I, E Tres 0 Nation hath ſuch advantages where. 
by tozarich themſelves, as England bath. 
2. That the private Exportation of our wooll and. 
_ Fallers Earth, doth exceedimgly binder the Trade of this 
Kingaome, as a!ſo doth the private Importation of For- 
retgn Prohibited Goods, 

'3» The 3gnorance of our commen People of the Law 
18 ſuch caſes , and want of tncouragement to the diſco- 
VEerers. | 

4+ The great leſs our Silk and Ribbon-mweavers. 

5. That the Trade of Clothing #s the cheifeſt thing 1n 
the Nation. = 
\ . 6G. The prefit gatned by working up our wooll by our 
own pooy people, 15 almoſt unſpeakable, and influential to 
all degrees of perſons in the Kingdome, 

7. That there 4s loſt Millions per annum to the 
King and Kingdome , 1n Cuſtomes , &Cc. by loſing our 
Trade of Clothing. — 7 

8. That no other Country affords weoll to make good 
cloth without our Engliſh wooll and Fullers Earth. 
'.9. A recital of ſeveral Statutes conceraine wooll , 
and the Tranſportation thereof, ſething the Aulangers 
C ffice, and for the well making of Cloth , andthe abu- 
ſes of our good Lawes, __. 

io, Seiting forth the induſtry of the Dutch , and 
ether Countries , whereby in a great meaſure they un- 
aermine our Trade. 

I1, How the decay of Trade occaſions the Poor to be 
ſo numerow, bn ings Rents low, and conſequemly Poverty 
Toithe Kingaome, 

I2, Sf- 


12, Several Quaries Propounded , by way of Re- 
TC "7 | | 


By, 


A true friend to his Countrey, 


70. TREVERS. 


To the Right Honourable 
EDWARD SEYTMOUR, 


SyEakeR Of the Right Hunourable 
Houſe of COMMONS; Treaſurer of 
His Majeſties Royal Navy, and one of His Majeſties- 
moſt: Honourable Privy COUNCEL, 


"4 =] Orme to ſpeake of the Nobility and 

EY Worth of your Anceſtors, and the 

Noble Family (moſt Honoured Sir) 

would be bur as an Eclipſe of rhe 

Sun by the Moon, which ts the Pla- 

T net that moves 1n the loweſt Orbe, 

but laying a {ide a]l ſuch.rhoughts.,: the Occaſion of 

the Dedication of this enſuing. Treatiſe to. your 

Honour, 1s, Oo en 5 
Firſt, for that youare fignally Ele&ed'to be the 
Speaker of the Honourable the Houſe of Commozs , 
the Repreſentative of the Kingdome, wherein ſuch 

Lawes are framed and ſerled , as ate conducible to-' 

the Wea), Honour, and Safety thergof. 
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2. Becauſe your Honours Abilities are ſo pub: 


liquely manifeſt , as that you are likewile' fingled 
out iO be one of his Majclties moſt Honourable 
Privy Counce), — 

3. And that which doth very much move me 
hereto 15, becauſe your converſe hath been much 1n, 
and about the Counties of Deer. Summerſet , and 
wilts, where the Trade of. Clothing is very-much 
uled, and therefore it may in all reaſon be deemed, 


that your Honours knowledge of ( and acquain-' 
tance with ) Clothters and their Imployments 15 « 


more tian ordinary, 

Sir the great Ambition I have to maniteſt my 
Loyalcy ro the King, and my zeal to ſerve the Coun- 
trey, puts mc upon theſe endeavours , to difcover 
not only che advantages by our Manufactures , and 
on thereof, bur alſo the oreat Fraud: and Abuſes 
in rhe Out-Ports by the Cuſtome-Offticers , _ which 
wnen reduced and brought into a better Method, 


the diſadvantages to the Kingdome by che cc{latl-" 


by thoſe cheit Officers ti:at are concerned therein ; 


I hope ic may prove a good Balſome to heal our 

wou.1ds, a.d a Cordialto cur drooping ſpirits. 
[its EM known that the improvement of our 
Ma mwtaitures 11 this Nation hath a communicative 
RFC > UouN thoulane | Cf young and old people; 
yea 'yany that arc 10y idle and looſe people , uave 
beer; more rmumercutly Impley'd formerly, than now 
ticy re, byrcaſon of the decay of Trade, which 
It it (nould thus conrinane, us grow wore, mig ut be 
a great mea:'s to depopulace the Nation, and to 
araw great burdens upon many Pariſhes for che 
maliltC- 
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maintenance of their Poor , but if not timely pre. 
vented , willcauſe the Trade to be driven by For. 


retgners, and ſg exceedingly cauſe an abatement of 
Rents among us. | 
Sir, your publique Imployment , your generous 
and Courreous Deportment, give me confidence to: 
Dedicate theſe Rude and Unpoliſhr lines to your | 
view, becauſe 1 know, you have Avility to judge , 
and Cnarity to pardon the Erreta's that you may 
find theretn, 
When I] did firſt ſer Pen to Paper about this 
matter , Ifound my ſelf ina Labyrinth , and there 
might have ſuffered , had not my Education as a 
Clothier given me a glimmering light to extricate 
myſclf, And yet when I had purchaled my En- 
largement, by my ſtrit enquiery into thofe Myfte- 
* Fes, I had agreac diſpute with my ſelf, whether I 
ſhou 1d pur my Abortive thoughts into Print or no , 
bur more reſpeting the common good, than my 
private Reputation, i reſolved rather to make my 
wiſhes publique, than to bury them in Oblivion, 
Now Sir, it is notonly a pleaſant ſtudy for Siates- 
men to. promote the Publike good , bur the only 
way to true and Jaſting Honour, and Happineſs 
and thattheſe poor Endeavours of mine may atrain 
that[good effect to the King and Countrey , as 1 re- 
ally defign ; (aiming at no other, I earneſtly beg 
of God to dire& you tor the Improvement of rhem, 
tn your publique imployments, which may (like the 
Rainfrom Heaven) break open the Springs of Trade 
inour dry and thirſty Land, to reviveaud reireſh the 
a tame, 


uy, 


ſame, and by ſo doing , Sir, you will tit only do 

eminent ſervice to the King , great kindneſs to your 
Countrey , but alſo oblige all people tro -pray for 
your happineſs both in this world, and that which 
15t0 come, for the which alſo moſt earneſtly praies, 


Your Honours moſi humble, 


and moſt devoted 


Servant, 


ZOSEP H TREVERS. 


To his Honoured Friend, Cap; 
 Foſeph Trevers, on his Book Entituled 


An Eſſay to the Refloring of our decayed Trade. - 


F [ a Poet were, I'de andertake, 

To write ſome Perſes for the Authors ſake. 
And give him commendation for his pains 
For 1 beleive, no more will be his gains. 

For ſuch men as do mind the publique good 
Their merits are but ſlightly under ſtood 
Yet unto laſting age their fame ſhall bud. 


The Author of this Book who took the care 
Exaftly to obſerve the great affair 
Of this our Kingdeme, which confifts in Trade, 
Of Clot hes and Stuffes which of our Wooll are madc, 
Hath here the profit clearly ſhown tous, 

And what advantage yearly cometh thus 

If we were wiſe tobe induſtrious. 


\ Together with the miſchieſ's that do come 
On the whole King dome by neglett of ſome, 
| Andtreachery of others which ts worſe, 
( A heavier and more Prod: gious curſe 
Cannot welllighten onthe Engliſh Nation ) 
To ſend away our Wool! by Tranſportation, 
Tbs if not cnr'd will bring to deſolation. 


As much as in then lies for ſelfiſh ends 

Such bring deſtruition to their beſt friends, 

Firſt to the Soveraign Majeſty of the King, 

Then tothe Common-wealth, for thi doth bring 
a> 2 


The Nation to be exeeeding poor 
And many Clothiers forced to grue ore 
Their Trading, and follow it no more. 


But now I hope for better thing? to come 
By the removal and diſplaceing ſome _ 
Of thoſe that were in traſt, and put in ſuch 
As are upright, and won't comply with Dutch, 
| Nor any Forreign Nation to-1nuage 
The Ancient Priviledges of our Trade 
The want hereof makgs England greatly: fade. 


R. B4 


Coe | 'ttle Book into the world and ſee 

Who thou can'ſt find therein te welcome thee, 
I'm ſure thou mean ft as well to every man 

Of all degrees and ſorts as any can : 
From King tomeaneſt, thou doſt wiſh them well 

Ana therefore this thy Book doth truly tell 
Of wrongs and of Abuſes done to all. 

Thenlet them in whoſe compaſi it may fall 
Soon rectify the ſame, andbring on Traae 

A freſh, this is the end this Book was maar. 


Incerti Authoris.. 


'To the Reſtoring of our 
decayed © 


TRADE 


Dat 1 may proceed inas good an Order 

\\e I can, ( although I org pretend 

SL! to Learning, or Ability to Compoſe 

Ws a Book ina Methodical-way,) but do 

Opt $)}} wiſh that ſuch a task as this, had been 

ARM undertaken by ſome other, that might 

have been able abundantly better to 

have mannaged it, to ſatisfa&ion of the 

Reader; Yet by reaſon of my former imployment, in the 

Trade of a Cloathier, and afterwards in the Office of Sur- 

veyor of one of the Ports of this Kingdom, at the C:ftor;- 

Houſe, lam experimentally enabled to ſpeak to thoſe things, 
which ſhall follow. | RR 
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And if there fall not ont ſuch an Harmonious. Order ; 


inthe-cnſuing Diſcourſs by the neceſlary conneCtion, or . 
orderly introduction of one thing to another, as might be. 
expected, (as before in my Epiſtle ſo again,) I do. humbly 


bes the beſt and moſt favorable conſtruction, and cenſure 


_ of the matter, for baving in my breaſt, the true heart, and 
Spirit of an Engliſh- ar, for his King and Conntry; 


I cannot bear with thoſe dayly abuſes, and evil praCtices, 
ſo frequently and netoriouſly put upon the King and King- 


dom, Þut that I do reckon my ſelf Obliged, in all duty and 


good conicience to my King and Country, to make them 


as publiquely known and: manifeſt as I can, and then leave 
the Remedies, to be provided and anſwerably applied, by 
the Miniſters of State, which I bope in a. ſhort time-will be- 


effe&ed. 


And here I ſhall endeavour, Firſt, to:make it to appear, 


that there is no. Nation nor Kingdom in the World, that: 


hath thoſe advantages, whereby to inrich themſelves, as this, 


our Kingdom of. Englazd , by the ManufaQure of our 
Th-Advan- Wooll, and confequently ro. maintain our ſtrength , and 
- als Honor ; omitting to ſpeak of many other ſtaple Commo- 
me of dities, of this our Kingdom, though n:any Rich and Prott- 


#00; table, becauſe Iam intended to. Treat principally about the 
Subject of Wooll, and the ManufaQtures thereof, with the 


dependancies rtherenpon. | 


Now that ſuch advantages as might accrue tothe King-. 


dom are not laid hold on,.and the Commodities improoved 


Peoll uot 


by the ſad complaints;/indfrequent nioanes, that. are dayly 


made concerning the miſerable decay of Trade, tothe great 


loſs of many perticufer men, and to the King, and. Nation 


in General, and” principally in ' the. Trade of Cloath- 


ng. 


\ 


to what it might be, is t00 t00 evident to all men, that have 
et feeling of the caſe, or that do make any inſpection into 
* *1t; which mayalſo be ſufficiently coofirmed to all others, 


But 


T1 
'But if the Wooell of England, and Treland were im- 
prooved to the beft advantages, and ſecured from expor- 
tation to Forreigners , doubtleſs England would be the 
General Market for the whole Univerſe, for matter of 
Cloathing, and what would ſoon be the Riches, great- 
nefs, and Splendor thereof, (by the Almighties bleſſing ) 
is not athing very difficult to be naiael by any ſober 
judicious Perſon, Merchant, or Traveller. i. 
And that no Nation hath ſach good Wooll, for the gene- 
ral Trade of Cloathing is evident, elce what makes ſo many No 1! fo 
Forreigners of other Nations, ſo greedy of our Engbſ = a 
Wooll, if they had as good, or near as good of their own, "> 
.and how highly was it formerly efteemed, by the Dakes 
of Burgundy, and what beneſ and advantage did thar 
People under his government make of itz when they paid 
but {ixpence the pound for our Engliſh Wooll, they re- 
turned it to us in Cloath at Ten ſhillings the Yard, by 
which may very calily be computed, what profit did re- 
dound to that people, in the working up the Wooll, which 
thing oecafioned many Engliſh Families, to tranſport them- 
ſelves into thoſe parts, for their profitable livelihood and 
Mz RR _—© I 
 Butafcer the Victorious Conqueſt, made by Edward the ,,,,y;,, 
third, of Famous Aemory, he cauſed to be ordered and ſet je; up in 
up the ManufaQures of Wooll in this Kingdom, to the England, 
Sreat increaſe of the Riches of his own People; the me- 
mory of whom, for his provident care for the wellfare of 
'his People ; is worthy to be perpetuated to all ſucceeding 
Generations. OE oo 
And what nowa days makes Holland, and France, lo * 
covetous of our Wooll, and what large quantities by {in- Farrergrers 
- Iſter meanes, do they procure to ſerve themſelves, and their One | 
Countries; and what Riches do they acquire to themſelves | * © 
thereby, may in ſome meaſure be gueſſed at, for by having 
our good Englsſh Wool, they can mix their own. courſe 
B a — wooll 
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 F33 
Wooll with it, and ſo make good Cloath, or Stuffes, which 
otherwiſe they could not do. 

To inſtance perticulerly in the French, it is taker for 
granted, and ſufficiently known, that their Wooll is very 
courſe, and of it ſeif fit for little, but to make a ſort of 
Cloath which is worn by Sea-men, and Fiſher-wen, &c, 
But by the help of our good Wooll; they make very-good 
work, and ſend to other parts of the World their drug- 
Sets, @ Co 

And by having our good Engliſh Wool, they can ſpend 

Much two or three Packs of their own Wooll,mixing it with ours, 

Hs by which meanes they make their Cloath and Stuffes paſs 

wiinghe »p Yery acceptably, both among themſelyes, and other Na- 

ty mixing Fions, Yea we ourſelves in England not being ſo wiſe, as 

with ours, we ſhould be, for our own advantage, do buy the French 
druggets, &c. Made of: our Wooll, mixed with theirs, and 
give great Prices for them too, when we do, or at leaft may 
make better of our own. 

The care then being taken for granted, that: Ezgl:f4 
Wooll is the beſt, and moſt fit for Cloathing , Stuffes, 
Stockins, (#c. | 

. How neceſſary may it be rationally ſuppoſed then, for 

our own People to be imployd in the working up our own 

Wooll, and how many thouſands would be imploy'd of the 

Poor ts be Poorer ſort of people, about ſuch work, who might there- 
impley'd. by, gain to theraſelves a very comfortable living, and free 
the: Kingdom from thoſe great burdens in maintenance of 

the Poor; they being able by their Labour, (if Imploy'd) 
comfortably to provide for themſelyes, for it is not the 
numerous multitude of people ina Kingdom, or Common. 
Wealth, that makes it to be Poor, that they cannot-live-one 

by another, but the contrary, if all were imploy'd, and ſer 

at work, as there is imployment enough to be. had, they 

wou'd prove the eſpecial meanes, to make a Kingdom Rich 

as may be clearly inſtanced by rhe- D#rch, how many ſcores 

of thouſands of their Poor people are imployed about the 
OO: | Herring 
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Herring Fiſhing, which makes them very Rich, and brings: 
in yearly, near two Millions ot Money, -or other commo- 
— Cities neceſſary for the Land , which are equivalent to. 
- Money, beſides what they ſpend in the Land, this may 
ſeem to fome to be a thing incredible, but I am able to make 
it cleare to any intelligent Perſon. 
Thug then by the negle& of our own Manufactures of 
our Wooll; flowes in like an invndation; the poverty of the 
Land, and henceariſe thoſe ſad complaints, that fill every Poverty for 
mans Eares, throughout the Kingdom, Alas! What ſhall pf ef 
we do to live, we have no Imployment ; for if the Trade of 
the world abroad, for Cloath and Stuffes, &c. Be ſupplied 
from other Lands, which make their Cloath and Stuffes of 
our Exgliſh Wool, being Clandeſtinely Tranſported into 
Forreign parts; our Engliſh Trade for that commodity , 
muſt anſwerably decay , and if the Exgliſh Merchant | ath 
not vent for that commodity abroad, to other Nations, the 
Country Cloathier muſt ſtrike off. in a great meaſure, and 
conſequently many of the Poor work folkes, are anſwer- 
ably taken off from their imployments, which formerly 
for many years, they had been exerciſed in, and ſo having 
no work, they get no Money, and fo are reduced to a beg- 
ging condition, or worſe: theſe things are to be diſcerned 
clearly, without the help of a PerſpeRive-Glaſs, by thole 
thatare in any meaſure intelligent in Politique affaires. 
Thus the profit of the Poor, that- they ſhould get to 
themſelves for a maintenance is loſt, and the profit gotten 
by their labour to the Kingdom is alſo loſt, in the:'General, p;cþ: vp: 
and this is brought to paſs by the quicklightedneſs, and 
diligence of our Neighbour Nations; who finding day,y 
the ſweetneſs of the Trade, and ſo-exceedingly enriching 
themfelyes, by our commodity, Yiz, Wooll; doe en- 
deavour more and more, to carry it on to their own ad- 
vanta ge, whiles we in England, in the mean time neglect 
our own opportunities, and adyamages, which do ſo clearely 
lie before rs. | 


From. 


(#1 
75% torhe From what hath been before hinted, doth neceſſarily 
Kinzdom, follow the vaſt dammape, and prejudice done to this our 
own Nation, and Kingdom, by the exportation of our 
Wooll, for the dammage doth evidently appear, thus, 

Had no: the French our Engliſh Wooll to work withall, 
they could not work up their own Wool, into any Manu. 
faRtures that ſhould be accepiable, or ſaleable in other 
Countries, no nor in their own Land, but they would be 
ready as formerly to buy our Engl: commodities , but 
now having our .Engliſh Woell ſo frequently among them, 
privately gotten from England, or Ireland, they mix 
their own Wooll with it, and work up two or three Packs 
of their courſe Wooll, with one pack of ours, ſo that every 
Pack of Engliſh Woo!l exported from us, and carried to 
France is treble loſs, if not more ro England, and on the 
contrary ſo much profit to France, 

Thus then any man may perceive, how Rich other 

_ Countries grow by our means, by ebtaining our commoe- 
9therConn- dity to work upon, and there People alſo do generally live 
ri, *atalower rate, and work cheaper by the day or otherwiſe, 

h. * 
than our People in England do, by which means they may 
afford to under-ſel us, as uſually they do at a Forreign 
_ 4nderſe! Market, ſo that bereby they do acquire to themſelves, both 
a good credit, as well as great profit : and this Originally as 
aforeſaid is. by our commodity ; which if it was carefully 
looked after, by the Officers of the Cuſtomes, in the out- 
ports cheifly , there might be ſpeedily, a good ſtop put to 
this their Trade,for if they got not our wool from England, 
cuflom-Of- or Ireland, they could not go on with this their Trade of 
ficers in- Cloath and Stuffes, but the great negligence, or unfaith- 
{440,11 fullneſs of ſome Officers, belonging to the Cuſtomes, is 
the Principal occaſion, of the exportation of our wooll into 
Forreign parts, and conſequently of the loſs of the Trade 
of the Nation, in ſo great a meaſure, in this perticuler ; 
from whence followes clearely, and undeniably, the poverty 
.of the Kingdom in general. 
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For one Trade depends upon another, as it is in the body” 
natural, ſoit is in the body politique, in the body nityral, 
one member depends upon another, and is ſerviceable to the 
other, by a natural Harmony and Correſponderce, even 
ſo doth one Trade, or occupation cloſely, and neceſſarily 
depend upon another, here in England, and ſuch a con- 
ne&ion there 1s 1n this point, that 1f one chiefe Trade fail, 
very many alſo do fall with it, more or leſs, according to 
their proximity, or remotenes from it, in their dependan: e, 
and this may be applied cheifly, and principally to the Trade Clrathing 
of Cloathing, and the ManufaCture of wooll in other re- Ae 
ſpets; how many ſeveral Trades are there, that muſt of "5: 
necellity depend on the Cloathing Trade, as Card-makers, 
Spinners, Weavers, Fullers, Dyers, Cloath-workers, Packs 7,99 0:het * 
ers, and thoſe Trades which make Tooles, and inflruments "Ny all | 
for theſe; are not alſo the Farmers at work, in the mean 22 
time, to provide bread for all theſe People, and their Fa- 
mulies, and breeding up his Oxen, Sheep, Hogs, &c. That 
they may have Meat to-eate, are not the Merchants and 
Sea-men, imploy*d in a great meaſure by this Trade, ard 
theſe laſt mentioned (the Sea-men) arethe men, who prin- - 
cipally, and cheifly bring in the wealth of the Nation: the 
Gentry of the Land, and ali ſorts of Shop-keepets, are the 
receivers of this profit, which the Sea-men by their adven- 
tures, and induſtry do bring into the Nation, all ſorts of 
Lawyers, Phifitians, and Clergy-men, are receivers, and get - 
their Money by- their Tongues, while the Aaventarous 
HMerchant, and undaunted Marriner, carries en the Trade. 
of the Nation , exporting our native ftaple commodities 
(of the which threugh Gods abundant goodneſs, ) this Land 
of ours is ſo well ſtored, in ſeyera; perticulers, as might be-: 
inftanced in Tix, Lead; Cloath, Stuffes, Stockins, Herrings, 
of which might be an hundred times as many if look'c 
after, and Sale enough for them too, ar Forreign Markets: 
but the Dutch run away. with the profit of theſe goods, 
making two Barrels tor our one; Pilchards are a very. 

good . 


. - te 7 #111 ONS 
"WS, 


- 7 _ « 
+.» >. "ug * 
- @ = © a 
= 


. _ 
- 
TT. 


"Io, > 
— -- ” 


The King 
Looſetd, 


Th" Kynes 
Cuſtoms. 


91 


B00J commodity, of which we do get good tore in the 


Weſt Country,and they do bring in g00d proftt tothe Nation, 
either in Gold or Silver, or ſuch commodities, as the King- 
dom ſtands in need off, 

By what hath been ſaid, it plainly appears how from the 
higheſt tothe loweſt, there is a neceſſary dependance of one 
imployment upon another, and the; falling off from one 
general Trade, occalions the ruin of many inferior Tradef- 
men, who had ſubliſtence for themſelves, and Families there- 
by ; and this in our Kingdom of Ezglara, is ſeated prin- 
cipally, and cheifly, in the Trade of Cloathing, and the 
Manufacture of Wooll. 

So that upon the failing of this Trade, of which there 
is too great a ceſſation and decay, in many parts of this 
Kingdom, there comes in inevitably ſuch a general loſs, 
tothe whole Nation, for firſt and moſt principally the King 
loſerh hereby , and that extreamly, not only becauſe his 
Subjects are not ſet at work, and ſo are unabled to live com- 
fortably, and to pay ſuch Taxes, and impoſitions, as are 
requilite for his Majeſties ſupport, and defence againft his 
p owerful Enemies. 

Nor in that the Honor, and ſplendor of On, 
is hereby ſo much adyanced and promoted, as it might be, 
but alſo becauſe his Majeſty looſeth fo great a revenue, 
which would accrue to him in his Cuſtomes, if the Cloath- 
ing Trade was carried on with Vigcr, ſo that the efferal 
carrying on, or deliſting from the Cloathing Trade, is of 
very high Concernment, and Importance to the Kang ; 
in profit or loſs, and ſo it runs through the meaner fort 
of People alſo, as bath allready in part been ſpoken 
to. - 

For what Cuſtomes come 1n yearly to his Majeſty con- 
cerning the Manufactures of Wooll, in its ſeveral, and per- 
ticular ſorts, of the Old and New Drapery, in all the Va- 
ricties of Stuffes, made now a days, and Stockins, by being 
Tranſported te Forreign parts, and what ſtore of Money, 
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and other goods, (equivalent to Money) being neceſſary com- 
modities for the Kingdom , do they bring in again , for our 
Cloath, Stuffs, &>c. ſo ſold or bartered ; and what Cuſtoms 
again do all thoſe. imported goods bring into His Majeſties 
Coffers, may not be difficult to be computed, belides the im- 
ployment of ſo many Ships an Seamen, and training up 
young Seamen, than which nothing in this age of ours , is 

- more neceſſary to be taken care abont; for there 1s ( Tbe- 

| lreve )the greateſt want of this ſort of men in the Kingdom, 
for alchough there may be enough foun1 in the Kingdom, 
to Man His Majeſties Royal Navy, an4 it may be ſome to 
ſpare, yet it is believed there are not neer enough for His Ma- 
jeſties Service, and for Merchants ſervice too, which may 
many times be carried on both together, as occalion may re- 

ure ; 

. And it we do but look back a little, to a few Generations 
paſt, we may ſoon find what high Advantages have accrued 
ro His Majeſty in His Cuſtoms , and to the Kingdom 18 gene- — 
ral, by the Cloathing-trade, being lively managed by the The com- 
Merchants, and what worthy and hoble Companies of Mer- panics of 
chanrs, have been Afociated and Incorporated ; whoſe Tra. Mercants. 
ding hath for the molt part, conſiſted in Woollen cloatbs, as 

A1nthe Merehant Adventurers Trading to the Eaft-lanas, and 
in what eſteem their Agents and Factors were in Forreign 
parts, and how Rich and great their Stock and Treaſure bath 
been, in ſomuch that they have been able to lenda very con- 
[1derable ſupply and aſliſtance to the Ksng or Queen upon any 
Occalion; and Particularly and Emineatly (may :t be ſpoken 
zo their Honor ) their Aſliſtance of Queen Elizabeth of moſt 
bappy Memory, in the year Eighty Eight; and ſince npon 
any Occaſion of the [ike nature. 


Neither is here to be omitted that company which is called 
the Eaſft-land Company, whoſe principal Trading alſo con- Eaft 1nd 
lifts in the ſame commodity of Wooller-Cloaths, by company. 
which they do furniſh all thoſe Eaſtern Countries about the 
Baltick-Sea, and to Rnſſia, by which means alſo our diſco- 
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veries of thoſe Northern parts of the World, have bin mace 
very Evident, and well known to Us, to the great Advance- 
ment of our Navigation to the Northward, as far as Green 
Land ;, and of late years hath given occalion of that Dilco- 
very about Hudſon's Bay, commonly now called he Vorth- 
weft Paſſage, made by tt:at ſtout and adven.urous Seaman, 
Captain Zachariab Gulam. 

But the main and cheif Trades of all, arethe Turkey and. 


Tukey F2aft-Irdia Trades, and the Riches by thoſe Companies pro- 
Company, 


cured, cheifry by Woollen-cloaths , So bighly Advantagi- 
ousto the Xing in His Cuſtoms, to the Companies in paiti- 
cular, and to the whole Kingdom in the general, as 1s not a 
thing ealily to be known or computed, : 

How the Txrkey Company in particular by their diſcreet 
maragement of the Trade in thoſe parts, with that commo- 
dity of Woollen-cloaths chiefly, do bringinto England, all 
the rich Goods from all parts of the Srrezghts, and how the 


Eaſt-India Eaſt- [ndia pies par þ by their Trade in the ſame commo- 


Company. dity, ( in a great meaſure ) do purchaſe the Rich commo- 
dities of India, Perſia, China, andthe South-ſeas, with the 
Odoriferous Drugsof Arabia, and ail ſuch Goods. as thoſe 
countries afford for neceſſary Uſe and Delight, al:hough of 
late years the Dutch have wrought us out of a great part 
TheDurch of the Sourh-Sea Trade, of which more might be largely 
hrve ſpoil-fpoken concerning their uſage of our Erngl:ſh-men 1n thoſe 
0, parts; but that it hath bin already ſufficiently laid out in 
trade inibe 5, + . pe, —_ 
South ſeas, P11Nt tothe veiw of the Engliſh Nation. 
—__ And to adda little to what was before intimated, what ex- 
wy = cellent Ships are annually built and prepared for the ſervices 
ly. of theſe two Honorable Companies, whoſe imployment as 
aforeſaid,is principally for the Exportation of our Woollen- 
cloaths, and if we do look back but to thirty years paſt, four 
or five Ships of the Turk's men of War durfſt not adventure 


upon one of our S11rx4 Ships, and alſo how worthy is it of 


Seamen Conlideration, to take notice how many of onr beft Seamen, 
bred up, and Artiſts are bred up in thoſe imployments by the two laft 
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worthy Companies Imployment; So that belides what Re- 
venue 1s brought to the Ksng in his Cuſtoms, by theſe great 
Sea-Trades .of thele worthy Companies mentioned, both 
for the Exportation of their cloaths, &c, and the Importa- 
tion of all manner of Goods, by this Stock ſo purchaſed 
abroad in Forreign parts, our Merchants are grown marvel - Merchants 
lous Rich, in ſo much tharthey are able upon any neceſſary £79” 7. 
. Qccafienthat His Majeſty hath for Money, to furniſh him ar ,,,,,,, 
a weeks warning ; and that which is worthy the noting alſo, ihe x54 
cur Seamen are grown of late years to be the moſt famous in wozey, 
theworld, to the great glory, honor, and ſafety of His Ma- 
jeſty and the Kingdom,and all this is evident by what hath bin 
faid, te ariſe cheifly (next to the bleſſing of Heaven ) from: 
the ManufaQture of our Wool in Ezg1and, by our own peo- 
ple, which how much it onght to be incouraged, and of 
what high concernment it is to the Honor, Wealth, and Se- 
-_ of the Kingdom, let the Sober and Judicious contfi- 
o, / 
Andif I ſhould adventure to give my opinion freely, touch- 
Ing the matter in hand, I am very muchinduced to believe, 
that were it not for the Cleathing-trade ( which imploys ſo 
many Ships and Menynto ſeveral other Countries, and for 
the value of our Cloaths bring their Gooas , by which mearx 
the poor alſo are ſet on work, that a great part of the Traf- 
fick and Commerce of the world would fail; and this Trade 
as formerly intimated, is, and nay be moſt readily, roundly, 
and advantagiouſly driven in England; were we but ſo pol- 
licique and carefu'ly, as to keep our Wooll to our ſelyes and 
within the King's Dominions of England and Ireland, and 
to ſet the people cloſly to tEeir work again. 
. And before I do leave the Argument I bave ingaged in, Jet 
there be conlidered the good quamtities of Cloath and Stuffs Englith 
that did go over concinua'ly to Holand and Flanders, and Cloath and 
by them there diſperſed otherways ; the large quantities of ae To 
Stuffs and Bays that are ſent over to Portugal, and thence y, ,zg,1q 
Tranſportied to Brazilia, &c, with a very conliderable a4 
| | B 2 er 
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ber of Cloaths and Stuffs that go to Spain, and by the Spa- 


niards Tranſported to the Weſt- Indzes all over ,the good 
quantities of Perperuanies, and {uch like Stuffs that are car- 

ried out for Cizea, together of late days, with the large 

ſtores of Broad-cloaths, Kerlites, Sarges Cottons,- Penni- 

ſtons, Duffeis (or Hogs) Iranſported tro our own Planta - 

tions of New-England and Va'ginia, with what alſo muſt 

ſupply Barbadces, Femaica, and our other Iſlands in the 
Weſt-Tndzes, and forreign Plantations; al which are the 

. manufacture of Wool]. ; 
rang >, The Premiſes conſidered, I hope I may make bold to fay, 
to Erg/an4 that ſetting aſide all the reſt of the Rich and Staple commo- 
dities of England, which nevertheleſs are as good as any 
Country can parralle] in the world, as Tinn, Lead, Iron, 

than the & Cc thisvery commodity produced from our Woo!l, is of 
commodity More worth and value to England, (that is to ſay) will bring 
of any Con1n more profit to the Kingdom of England, than all the 
try what Silks or 1ich commodities of any Country whatſoever; Yea 
foe,  coubileſs more than all the Spices of the Soutk-Seas, yea, I 
do believe,. and Ihave reaſon enoughto lead me (o to do, 

than all the Spania:ds Gold and Silver Mines in America ; 

for none of theſe I am throughly perſwaded, can any way 
equallize that yearly Revenue, that doth, or may come into 

the Kingdom of England by this one commodity diverſly 

made up of our Woell, | 

Neither doth any Nation in the world get ſo much by any 

of their Goods, as Englenddoth by this, to the great en- 

riching and advancement of the Merchant, and the Compa- 
Encreaſe 11es Stocks, trading and adventuring in theſe goods to Sea, 
of Seamen. the enriching of His Majefty, the encieaſe of our ſtrength 
in Shipping, and conlequently the breeding and training up 
of Seamen, and in: reaſe of them, wherein as before intima- 
ted, a great part of the welfare & ſafety of the Kingdom doth 
con{it in theſe our days: and the incouragement of whom 
Is of great concernment to the Kingdom, as the caſe now 
ands with Englazd and her neighboring Nations , or as the 
caſe 


ro on 7 
caſe may hereafter fall out to be; for our Land is an Iſland, 
as 15 known well enough, not only toits Inhabitants, but to 
all Exrope, and we have not, nor cannot have Caſtles and 
Garriſons round about the whole kingdom by the Sea-lide 
10 beat off a forreign Enemy, and to keep him from landing 
and invading our Nation, for in fair weather in Summer — 
rime, there may be landing in hundreds of places about the 7” Xmg's 
K:ngdom, where there is neither Town nor Caſtle neer ; For th 4 Th 
but ſuch is His Majeſties great prudence and care for the ſafe- ovrlty of : 
ty of his Land and People, that he doth highly efteem and the Nation, 
promote the affairs of Shipping, more chan ever any of his 

Royal Predeceſſors have done, well knowing that his Ships 
and Seamen are the ſtrength and ſecurity ( next to the 'gr0- 
teftion of the Almighty) of his whole kingdom. - 

I ſhall row endeayor to give ſome particular account, bur 

very briefly , of the Profits ariſing to England, by working 
up our Wool! into Cloth: every two poungs of Wooll 
which is worth about twenty pence, will make a yard of 
Karſey, worth five or (ix [hiliings; and ezery four pounds of 
Wooll , worth about three Ihillings four pence, will make a 


yard of broad-cloth, worth eleven or twelve ſhillings : ſo "#5 
that two thirds, is theleaſt profit, that doth ariſe by put- 7" £53 


ting our Wool into Manufactures ; which doth amount ys 
above 230 pounds ſterling profit, in every Tun of Wool fo 
- wrought up, accounting tweniy hundred Englith wait to tte | 
Tun ; ſothat if we ſhould ſuppoſe, but an hundred Tuns of 
Woell tranſported , out of the Kingdome, ina year to France 
unwrought , it will amoumt to 22.400 /. ſterling, which is fo 
much clear loſs to the Kingdome, and trebble ſo much profit 
te France, by their working up three times ſo much of ther 
own, with ours , as hath been formeriy intimated : belides, 
it is werthy of conlideration, that ſo many- of ' our poor lye , 
idle, and loſe their imployment , being ready to perilh for 
want of neceſſary food , notwithſtanding the great plemy in 
the Land; and no Kingdome hath thelike advantages , for-rhe 
imployment of the poor, in any Trade or occupation { with- 
To) 
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in doors) whatſoever, as we have for. the poor in his Ma- 
jelties dominion of England, about the old and new Drape- 
1y; and yt thoſe poor, that had their hands full of work , 
in one kind or another, according to what they were moſt 
accuſtomes, either by ſorting of wooll, mixing , breaking , 
carding , ſpinning, ſpoling, quilling, weaving, making of 
eards, picking of leſels, and many other imployments , con- 
cerning the working up wooll into cloth , which have keps 
many thouſands of men women and children at work, who 
knew not how to get a penny another way ; but by this way 
of working, could in ſome comfortable manner live. When 
the trade of clothing was driven roundly , one family , that | 


dc:*.iot get twelve pence a week now, havethen received 


twelve, fifteen or eighteen ſhillings a week , which money 


went round tothe Farmer for provition, or tothe Shopkeeper 


for neceſſaries tor their Families , and this again to the Mer- 
chant, or to the Landlords, according to each man's Trade, 
and correſpdndence, | 

_ So that the profit ariling, by the working up of our Wooll 
into cloth or Stuffs here in England, by our own people is 
almoit unſpeakable , and is the great and chief wheel inthe 
Kingdome, to ſetall others at work, as hath been already in 
ſeveral Trades mentioned, and more do tend.upon it, when 


it is madeintocloth, as the Clothworkers, Drawers, Dy- 


ers, Fullers, Packers, Merchants and Seamen. 
But then to enter into the conlideration of the contrary , 
what an unſpeakable loſs is it to the Kingdome , 'to have ſuch 


a Trade fall to decay , and ſo many thouſands of poor muſt of 
neceſlity be multiplyed in the Land, which muſt beg, ſteal or 


ſtarve, for want of imployment. But what think you if three 


or four hundred Tuns of Wooll in a year be exported out of 


the Kingdome (for ſo I have been informed) what a ſtroke 
doth that give , to the beating down of our Trade in England, 


and what a vaſt loſs comes thereby to the Kingdome ; and 
may we not juſtly be induced to believe, that the decay ot 
.our Frade in this reſpeR, doth occaſion the fall of the rents 


_ of 


[9] 
of Lands in the Countrey , and houſes in the City of London 
and elſe where, fo that the Nobility , and Gentry of the 
Kingdome, have a ſenlible feeling of the decay of this Trade 
of clothing , for all that the poor do get for their labour about x4, jog; 
this Imployment, goes from them againto others, as hath lebor profer 
been already intimated , and ſo the money goeth round ac- {9 ive Na- 
cording to its figure, and paſſeth from one to another , accor- 
ding as onetrade hath dependance upon anotl.er. 
It may not be here unſeaſonable,to in'ert a word or two,con- 
cerning our Fullers Earth , for cloth cannot be perlectly iini- 
ſhed without our Fullers Earth , to ſcoure and cleanſe tte fine Fullers 
clothes, that are milled with Caftle ſope,andall other midling Ea!th car- 
cloths that are fuiled with Sope; ſo that none but courie rag goof 
clothes that are milled withMedicine can be well done,without ns 
the aſliſtance of our Fullers earth, except at a greater charge, 
Neither is there any other Countrey , beſides our King s Do- 
minions, that bave any Fullers Earth like ours in England , & 
[t is ſo reported, that the Darch have gotten enough of it into 
Holland to ſerve them for many years tocome,wbich was cer- [#0 Rol- 
tainly tranſported out of the River of Aſedway, (alias Chat- Ow, 
bam) for we have none in Exglard, but what is about 7aid- 
ſtone, on the ſaid River of 2/edway, that ever 1 could hear 
of, except at Woobury in Bedfordſhire , which is an Inland- 
rown , and many Miles fromthe Sea; yet I have been a dili- 
gent inquirer into this matter: ſo rbat if the Tranſportation 
of this commodity , into Forrein Countries , was carefully 
looked after , it could not poſlibly te carried out of the Land, 
without a diſcovery of it , eſpecially from the River of Jed- 
way aforeſaid 5 ſo that forreigners muſt of neceſſity be at the 
Sreater charge, in finiſhing their clothes , whichcould not be 
done, without the help of our Fullers Earth. Now that there 
1s a prohibition of Exportation of our Fulle;s Farth, to For- 
reign parts, is well enovgh known to the Officers of the Cu- 
ſome houſe, but it is not looked after as it ſhould be, for eti- 
ther ſume of them are negligent , not regarding their duties, 
and behaving themſely es wich that vigilance and cre 
tion, 


- * A . — — W——_— 


1 
£ion, as ſuch places of Truſt do neceſſarily call for at their | 
hands ; or elſe they wink at ſuch miſcarriages, and ſuffer 
our Fullers Earthto be carried away, as thelike 1s common- 
ly done concerning our Wooll. + 
\ © And although moſt part of our Lawes are binding enough 
with ſevere Penalties annexed to them, if they were but du- 
Iv obſerved and well put into Execution, yet not one of ten 
thouſand doth know the Lawes ef Prohibition throughout 
the Kingdom, and how to-put them into Execution, and al- 

100% - though many people do certainly know that Fullers Earth 1s 

9 4  ceriainlycarried out of theRiver of Medway, (alias Chat- 

riAance, | | | , 

&c, | har ,) andour Wooll commonly ſhipped off from Dowey- 
Cliffs by night , from Rumney-Marſh, the Ile of Wight, 
Purbeck, and about Waymouth, and in ſeveral other parts 
of England, and too muchtrom Soxthhamtor : under the 
pretence of an Allowance by the Law, forthe ſupply ef Jar- 
fey ; - Yet no body doth, or dareth to proſecute the Offen- 
ders for the breach of our good- and wholſome Laws, be- 
cauſe rhe very principles of Nature in every man, teach him- 
ſelf Preſervation, and he that minds but thar, is afraid to 
meddle with theſe offenders who are commonly Rich men, 
and ſtrengthened bo:h with Money and Friends in the Coun- 
ties where they dwel]; ſo that every man that 1s willing to 
preſerve himſelf, his Eftate and Family, 1s afraid of appear- 
ing againſt theſe Tranſgreſſors in the behalf of the King, 
though it be never ſo much conducible to the good and wel- 
fare of the whole Kingdom , for fear they ſhould be dealt 
withal as I havebeen. _ : | , 

And while I am ſpeaking about the negligence and unfaich- 
fulneſs of the Officers of the Cufloms , give me leave in two 
or three words for a Digreſlton concerning the importation 

of Forrein prohibited Commodities, to the utter ruine of 
many poor Tradeſmen, with their Families 1n this our King- 
r:aleſnes 492 3 25 Ribbon Weavers, and Silk weavers, and other ſuch 

«14310, Ike Artificers m & about London, and ſeveral other parts of 
the Kingzom, that they arcſo miſerably Impovyeriſhed that 


they 


Ba? 


they areready to periſh for want of neceſſary food, to keep 
life and ſoul together ; (as our Englith Proverb is) notwith- 
Fanding the great plenty of all ſorts of Provition in the Na- 
tion, ( through the goodneſs and bounty of God to us.) 
Bur all theſe errours, and miſcarriages, might and may ea- 
lily be prevented , by the care and vigilancy of the Cuſtome 
Officers, eſpecially in the out-Ports: But ſome Officers 
finding a perticular, and preſent profit , by being inveſted 
with a Golden Livery, do ratier chooſe that, than to ds 
their King and Countrey faithful ſervice, although it be alſo 
running the hazard of loſing their preſent Imployment , and 
future Preferment , for things ofthis Nature, are now grown 
ro that height of perfidiouſneſs , and confiderce, (I might ſay Smugelers 
Impudence) that two or three golden Decoys are ſufficient pr9/ecute 
to intrap an inclining Surveyor , and if there ſhould chance®9%* mn. 
to be a diſcovery , ora ſurpriſal , there ſhall be all preſent 
help at hand, if need require, for the carrying off the matter 
ſmoothly , and Witneſles in any caſe ſhall not be wanting, to That d/- 


counterfeit Truth and Juftice , when it is direQly contrary ; cover thnx, 


by which malicious, and unnatural courſes, thoſe that would 
be juſt and honeftin their places and Offices , are ditheartned, 
through the leud and deceitful pratices, of theſe Catterpil- 


lars; who by ſuch indire&t Courſesare diſobedient to the 
Lawes , and the Smugglers that imploy them, do multjpl 
oreat troubles, upon fuchas at any time diſcover theſe Of- 
fenders, yea and do violently proſecute themat the Law, to 
make them Examples ard terrors to others, that ſo they 
might drive on their cheating trade without controul, and yet 
ſuch honeſt well-minded men do nothing but their duty , but. 
for that they have this odixm caſt upon them, they are cal- 
led Informing Knaves, &c. notwithſtanding the welfare of 
the whole Kingdome, doth ina great meaſure Gepend upon 
the diſcovery of ſuch abuſes. 

How much neceſſary may it then be ſuppoſed that there 
ſhould be very good incouragei.ient given to ſuch honeſt pub- 
lique ſpirited men , as-lhould diligently enquire after ſuc oy 

niſter 


©. 


nifter practices: and as it was beforetonched , thoſe Smug.. 
cantoler lers are not only well acquainted with ſome Attorneys and 
I befriew- Clerks , who will either ute undue practices, er make de- 
ded Iaies; but they make good incereſt with the Under-Sheriffs, 
inthe Countyes where they drive their Trade and then theſe 
Unlerſheriffs alſo have ſtrange tricks and de ays in their re- 
turns, in which ſome of them will take part with the Offen- 
ders, inſtead of executing the Law againſt rhem, ſo that ſuch 
Offenders are incouraged , and by this means it is, that our 
Wooll and Fullers Earth, and ether prohibited Gogig, are 
exported ſo trequently out of the Kingdom , and Fortein 
Prohibited Goods, and Merchandize imported , ſo that our. 
Manufacture is in a great meaſure gone to decay. : other 
Countries are greatly enriched, who alſolive at a lower rate, 
and work cheaper than our People in England, whereby our 
Trade is-much taken off in Forrein parts, and our poor live 
idle, with the ether inconveniences conſequent thereto, as 
hath been already ſpoken to. 
Treaſure - By this meansit is, (52 good part) that ſo much of the. 
 exhay-. Treaſure of the Kingdom is exhauſted and drawn away to 
fed, other Lands, the general complaint now, being what ſhall we 
do, there isno Money ftirring ; and Lands are reduced to a 
lower value than formerly they were. 

Now, though all theſe Miſcheifes do not flow in at one 
rime and place, yet it is like a Pond that is ſoon filled with 
many Springs, when as one Spring would do it in length of 
time: that which may ſeem to be at firſt but a ſmall Evil, 
xill in proceſs of time with conſtami Praice , deftroy the 
happineſs of the whole Kingdom , as a lictle Leak if not ta- 

\. , ken noticeof and amended, will in time fink the greateſt 

yy #! Ship or empty the greateſt Ciſtern : even ſo will Offenders 8& 
* unfaithful Officers, being the only perſons in truſt with thoſe 
affairs, fill the Kingdom with Forrein prohidiced goods and 
commodities, and empty it of our Wooll and Fullers Earth, 

with other prohibited goods ; which evil PraQtices are now 

{o frequent, that if not timely prevented by our Miniſters of 

State, 
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State, our Kingdom will be ſoon filled with Poverty, and 
emptied of Wealth and Happineſs, by this loſs of our Trade 
and Manufacture, which now is-in ſo great danger of linking, 
(and chat withour all hope ) unleſs thoſe that guide rhe Helm, 
do ftecr the great Concernments thereof into ſome ſecure 
Harbor, and thete amend what may by ſearching be toun| 
amiſs, by diſplacing ſuch Officers as have proved in the leaft 
unjult, either by conniving at the Offenders or abetting and 
alliting them, to the great diſcouragement of thoſe that are 
faithful in their Imployments; and that care alſo be taken 
that af due encouragement and countenance be ſhewed to 
ſach as are found to be juſt, faithful, and exaG& obſervers of 
the Lawes that are extaat againſt ſuch Smugglers and abulive 
perſons. 

And without. doubt, there is. much Wooll Shipped off 
from Ireland annually, unto forreign parts, which might be wool! ous: 
as well wrought up in the countrey among themſelves , there « [rc and 
being no want of people, and ſuch as for the moſt part live a 
lazy kind of life, (as-E have credibly been informed ) or elce- 
their Wooll ( ifthey work it not up ) might ſoon betran-= 
ſported over into Ezglard in twenty four hours time , or 
thereabout with a fair wind, and be wrought up in England, 
which would turn toa treble account of profit , as hs been 
already demonſtrated ; but this I ſhall refer to- others , that 
are more knowing in the Iriſh-trade ; but I am very apt to 
beleive the reports that I have heard , concerning -great quan- 
tities of Wooll carryed from thence, both to-France and Hol- 
land, but to lay alide the informations of others, auhough 
very well worthy ot belicf in all points, I ſhall according ro 
my promiſe, in my Epiftle, ſpcak to thoſe things of which I 
have had ſome large experience. 

I was a Clothier my ſelf, and” Apprentice to-the Trade, 
many years. and afterwards ſet up for my ſelf, and followed 
my Trade many years, thriving yery wellthereby , till abour- 
nineteen years agoe, that I was burnt out of all, ard put up- 
on the adventures of fortune ; and taking notice of the oc- 

: On D- 2 Curran- 


C lothiers 
leave off. 
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currances of affairs, I did find large teftimonies of the deca 

of Trade, with the occaſions thereof , but while 1 did keep 
the Trade going, I have rode far and near , to get Spinfters, 
and other work folkes, and gave great Wages, as alla did all 
other Clothiers , and yet could: not procure halt ſo many as 
we would have imploy'd : but ſuddenly after our diſorders, 
and diſregard to our Lawes as aforeſaid, the Market fell, and 
many Clothiers were forced to leave off their Trades , be- 
cauſe they could not vend their commodity, 

All thoſe poor people formerly ſo imploy'd, were ready 
to ſtarve for want of bread, in and about thoſe places, where 
the Clothiers left offand failed , and every day it grew worſe 
and worſe, and thoſe confulions among us increaſed more 
& more, that very few men were of one mind, and hardly any 
at all , that minded the publique good : but now ſome thoughts 
are buſicd of reſtoring things to their Luſtre, and trade to 
what ic was before the decay. 

Some wile men have been of the opinion, that the abating 
the intereſt of money , would greatly increaſe and advance 
trade, and very probable it might be a good liftto ir. 

Others again, being out of hopes ofthe recovery of the 
former trade, think men muſt imploy their wits , and know- 
ledge, in the invention of ſome new ſorts of Manufacture 
and ſome coyetous wretches, have been yery ready to dectare 
their opinion, thatthe increaſe of the intereft of money , and 


 theabatement of Servants and Workmens wages ; to which, 


adding great frugality, and good husbandry, would maketbe 
Kingdome to be happy , and flouriſhing again ; and many 
there are, that make ittheir bulineſs and ſtudy , to outwit and 
deſtroy other men, and under pretence of honeſty , aad many 
by clandeſtine means, ſwafſow up the good and pious pitts, 
of our Anceſtors, belonging to the Church and to the Poor , 
for in this our Iron age, men havelefr off to do good, and loſt 
their obedience to the Lawes of the Land, and have ceaſed 


from the exerciſe ofthoſe two unſpeakable graces, Faith and 
Charuy, | 


And 
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. Andthereforetruly-1I fear we have little hopes of happi- 
neſs , or being reſtored to our Priſtine flouriſhing condition , Kj124ome 
tilt we do return to our old obedience, and exerciſe our flv»-(bcd 
ſelves in love and good works, fearing God and honouring _ wk 
the King, and not giving our minds to change , but let every ,,, f, $- 
one endeayour to amend one, and ſtrike off from the error of 
his own wates, and endeavour his utmoK to diſcharge a goed 
conſcience, firſt to God, and then to mind the pulique good , 
calling to mind the happy condition of Trade inthe Reign of 
King Charles the firſt of bleſſed memory , when all men 
dreaded his Lawes, and lived in love one with another, 
which made the Kingdome flouriſh, in our tracing with great 
ſucceſs, and increaſe of Riches; and indeed we enjoyed ſo 
much happineſs as made us proud, and forgetfui of God's 
mercies, and ſo murdered the beſt King in the world , by 
which we {tript our ſelves of ail but God s juſt judgements 
upon the Nation , and left our ſelves certain of nothing but of 
uncertainties. | 

1 find by our good Lawes, that great care was taken abour 
Wooll, and all other prohibited commodities ; as firft inthe 
Reign of King Edward the Third, Cap. 1. then wooll was . 
wholly prohibited to be exported, which was the firſt begin- 
ning of the promotion of making Cloth in England, but it 
ſeems the Nation at firft could not work up all the Wool! , 
that was of our own growth , till the Trade was diſperſed. 
througiiout the whole Kingdome , ard people inſtructed in 
_ the Axt. So that an Ac of Parliament was made for the tran- 
ſportation of Wooll into other Countries, to a Staple ap- 
pointed, at firſt at Calls , paying their due Cuſtome firſt in 
England , ſothat thoſe which had our Wooll in thoſe daies 6 
paid well for it : another Statute was made to this purpo'e, Pr 
that if any Forreigner wou'd have any of our Wooll our of 
Ergland,and found none at the Staple, he was to bring to it e 
King's Mint, an Ounce of Gold, as a drty for every ſack of 
Wowll; and many oiher good Laws I find forr' e prevention 
of Abules concerning Wooll and Cloatli, and for the p:e- 

: — vention 


May good 
Liw:s 


7,246, 


Stat.15.9f 
Ed. 3.64.9, 


Stat. 15.of and to be further punithed at the King's will. 
E4.3.c0.5, That all Cleath-workers , and Artificers in t 
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rYention of the Tranſportation of Wooll, but what did firft- 


Pay the King's duty in England, and was to the intect that 


our People might afford their Cloaths ſo, as to underſel 
Strangers; And ſeveral Staples were appointed in England 
where Wooll was to be ſold and bought, and not elſewhere, 
and none to be carried or lodged neer to-the Water-lide , nor 
bought nor bargained, but by Cloathiers and ſuch as wrought 
it up, or by Merchants and their Fators under ſeveral Pe- 
nalties: Many otier good Laws have been made lince the- 
time of King Edward, for the keeping our Wooll and Ful- 
[ers-earth in England, toimploy our own poor People, and 
advancethe ManyufaRure of the old and new Drapery, fo hap- 
pily ſet on foot by the prudence and diligence of that King, & 
then there was Obedience from all pexfons rendred to the 
S001 Laws of the Laud, which good Laws have been Suc- 
ceſſively ever {ince continued, by almoſt every Parliament, 
wi.h ſuch Additions.or Exemplifications as were found to be 
neceflary; for the prohibition of the Exportation of Wooll. 
and Fullers-earth ; by which means we bota got, and kept 
the whole ManufaQure of our own Wooll, and a good part 


_ of other Countries among our ſelves in this Kingdom, till 


the-time of our late unhappy Confulions, 

Andif the Book called the Golden Fleece, with ſome of 
Sit Walter Rawleigh's Works, which do fully demonſtrate- 
the great bleſſings of God on this Kingdom of England a- 
bove any other, for the imployment of the poor people were 
well infoected , and anſwerably improved, it would be a 
means to-make the Kingdom-happy and flouriſhing, 


1 ſhall here give a brief Recital of ſeveral Statutes more con- 
cerning Wooll and Cloath. 


-1Ir{, that no Cloath made beyond Seas, ſhall be brought 
into the King's Dominions, on pain to forfeit the ſame, 


he trade- of 
Cloathing, 


( 23 4 
Cloathing that-came out of other Countries into the King= 
dom, had the King's ProteRion to dwel] where they pleaſed, 
and conyenient Franchizes and great privilidges were at firſt | 
allowed them for their incouragernent ; maintained at a pub- 
lique charge out of the King's Exchequer, | 
I find there that Strangers as well as Natives, might have Stat 18.of 
boughc Wooll asthey could agree, and that great care was 54 3+ 6oÞe 
taken to avoid Deceits, to abate and lefſen the prices of wool, ** 
and to avoid falſe Packing, falſe Winding, and falſe Ballan- 
ces, and to haye one jult Weight throughout England, pro- 
ved and tried by the reſpective Sheriffs of every County, 
according to the Standard of the Exchequer : and that no 
buyer of Wooll, ( Stat. 13, of Ed, 3. cap. 2.) ſhould make 
any refuſe or waſt, but an equal band ſhould be carried be- 
tween buyer and ſeller; and this upon grievous Forfeitures, g,,, « 
as Stat. 12, Rzch. 2.cap. © Allo that all Wooll-felles and xc. 6. ca 
Leather bought in the Countries, fhould be brought to the 22. 
Staples which were appointed en purpoſe, where Wooll and 
fuch commodities were to befold, and ſhould remain thereS*#-2 3-H. 
| fifteen days at lealt, for the ſupply of eur own people who ls 4a 6 
were to have the firſt choice, or as much as they would work 
up, and then the remainer which could not be wrought up in 
England, were to be ſent to publique places in the day time, s:ar. 3; 
and from thenze to the Ports appointed on purpole for the ſta- E4.3.ca.8, 
ples to be Tranſporred, after the Buyers had paid their due 
Cuſtoms and Sublidies, (3x. ) for every ſack of Wool}, 
which coniained 94 Vounds, 2 pounds 10 thillings : and for 
every 300 of Wooll-telles two pounds ten ſhillings, and for 
every iaft of Leather, five pounds and that no wooll vendi-,,, ,, x 
ble ſhould be lodged , ſhewed or fold , within three miles of 3 0,2; 9. 
the Staple , by any Merchant, Buyer, or Tranſporter, or &- 
ny others, but ſuchas had of their own growth, and no 0- 
ther : And the Chancellour, Treaſurer, with the advice of 0- 
thers of the Kings Councel , had power to defer the Tran- 
ſportation of Wooll, when, and as oftewas they ſaw it con- 
ventent, : JOLIE ECTS TIGER K 
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[t was then ordered, that no Merchant of the Staple, ſhould 
ranſport Wooll, Woolifells, Lead, or Tin, without the 


King's Licerce , until they were brought to the Staple, on 


Star, 2, of 
H3. 5, 1 


| pain to forfeit the ſame, 

my rs It was then made Fellony to Tranſport Wooll, by the Sta- 

£43653 tute of the Staples, as you may find it concerningthe Tran- 

+9. x4 2; {portation of Wooll , by Exgliſh Merchants, but this Statute 

'* for Fellony was repealed, the 38 of Ea. 3. Star, 1. and. 

2 Ven, 5, andthe forteiture for Lands and Goods, was ftill continued, 

:a9.,2, and in Afarch the 37. of Eaw. 3. the Staple for theſale of 

| Wooll was fixedat Callis. 

 _ Thenthe Staple aforeſaid was removed from Callis ,. and 

clearly put down, 43. Eadw, 3. Cap. 1. and the-Staples ap- 

4:4r.47.E, Pointed and fixed in Englara, ar the places foliowing :: Y;z. 

2 cap, 1, At Newcaſtle, Kingſtown upon Hull, St. Buttolphs* Boſton, 

T armouth, Cuinboren gh, Weſtminfter, Cheſter, Wincheſter, 

Exeter, and Br:iftol , and the Staples of Ireland and Wales, 

were tO be kept where firſt they were ordained, and ſeveral 

| ether good clauſes were added concerning the Regula- 

tion of the Staples, as may be ſeenar large , in the Statute of 

the Staple, 27. Edw. 3s 

3'2.8 Hey, , If Was there appointed , that all Merchants, Strangers, 

- cap. 2, at bought wooll in England, to conveigh to the Weſt parts, 

or elſewhere, that did not bring them to ſome of the Staples 

to be ſold, were to bring to the Maſter of the Kings Mint , for 

every ſack of Wooll which.contained ninety four pounds, an 

ounce of Gold Bulloin, or the value infilver Bulloin, on pain 

to forfeit ſuch Wooll , or the value thereof to the King ab- 

Stat, ®. H*, folutely. I alſo find that great care was taken that no perſons 
5.0. in Norfolke ſhould buy wooll there, and in divers other - 

Countries thereabour, for fcar they thould Tranſport it, but 

only thoſe Merchants which carried it to the Staples, or thoſe 

Star, r; £d, WRuch did convert it into Yarn, Hats, Girdles or Cloth: 

6. cap. 6, And that ſuch woolls:as werebought in Vorfoiks , and Nor- 

wich , arid choſe Countries., were to be {Id and retailed in 

the open Market , if not carryed to the Stapies; And the 
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Many ſorts of wares and Merchandiſes were prohibited to 


—_— Fe 


( 33 ) 
thoſe in Halkfax, were to ſell what Wooll they bought to $t ar; x 
thoſe poor people in the town, ar parts adjacent; who to 
their kaowledge Jid work up the ſame into Cloth, or Yara : 
andifthe \Wooll Yriver did ſe:] his wooll out of Halifax, or 
it any of tae. town bought to ſell again, unwrought, into 
yarn, or cloch, every ſuch Offender did forfeir their double 
value of the wooll , ſo ſold, or uttered, the one half to the 
King, and the 0:her half co the Proſecutor, and the Juſtices g,,, 
ofthe Peace , in their Seilions , were to determine the ſame. ,. 


.3.F4, 
C4), 5. 


be brought into the Realm, ready wronght , which were 
wroughtand made by Hand-crafts-men. 
Thar all torreign Bone lace, cuttings, Embroydery, French ,,, , 
Bandftrings , batons, necdie-work, &c. we.e prohibitel to,,, Pa 
be brough: into this Realm. 13. 
Nonethall expor: any ſheep, or wooll, wooll felles , Mar:- 
lings, Yarn, Fullers car:h, Fulling clay, nor carry , loa, nor # 7*- 
convey the ſame to be tranſported , upon ſeveral penalties, ©: 3** 
as well upon the ownzrs of the ſheep, as the perſons thar thall 
convey the lame. This Statwre at largeis worth the peruling, 
and might do maci good to the Kinglome, it it was duly ob- 
{erved, by all the Kings Subjects ; but the behaviours of our 
people in England, are not as they were in formey times, for 
thena Law was no ſooner made, but al] men took immediate 
notice of it, and did willingly yiel41 their obedience thereto ; 
but the people have been ſo accuſtomed to the breach of Law, 
and Reb:llion ; that in reaſon, it cannot ſuddenly be forgotten, 
and detified from , by many people, for men nov adayes are 
grown ſo Critically wiſe to do cyi], that let the Kins, wich 
the advice ofthe Lords an1 Commons, make uſe of their beſt 
diſcretion, and judgemen's, in framing Laws for the publique 
good, and wording them according to the moſt proper ſence, 
by them intendeJ, yet ſome ordinary fellow, that hath tore 
of confifence, anda little money, (and that ir may be gained 
by Cheating too,) one way or another will tind a hole 1n 
them, to tranſgreſs thoſe Lawes , and if they are calleJ1in 
queſt. oa, 
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queſtion then they have tricks and evil devices , enough to 
torment thoſe that dv faithfully diſcharge their Qathes , and 
'Confciences for the publique good, -as Iamy elf can fpeak 
fufficiently , concerning this and ſuci: like caſes, by my fad 
experience. E 
It was made Fellony for any Engliſh, Welſh or Iriſh, ts 
S14t.13 E. tranſport Wooll , wooll felles, Leather , Lead, &c, anda fe- 
- cond clauſe in: the laſt A& was, that no Engliſh , Wellh , or 
Iriſh-man ſhall tranſport any of rhe faid commodities, in any 
ftxangers name, or keepaſervant beyond rhe Seas, to ſurvey. 
the ſalethereof, or to receive money therefore ; a third claus 
in the ſaid Act was, that there ſhould be no exchange of wares 
for Merchandile of che Staple, but Gold or Silver, or Engliſh, 
Welch or Iriſh Merchandiſe , neither Mall any Merchant 
make any confederacy, in fraud or deceipt-to this Ordinance, 
upon tte paines aforeſaid. A fourth Clauſe inthe fard At 
was, that it ſhould be lawful for every man to carry his own 
Wooll , Wooll felles, Leather or Lead , to the Staple, war-. 
ranting the packing of this. Wooell. 
Stat. 4.8, Merchants were prohibited the exporting the money,. 
4.ca.ts5, Which they received in England tor their Merchandiſe, and 
_ goods imported, but they were to lay out their money again, 
upon ſome of the Merchandiſe of this. Realm, except their 
reaſonable Expences. ” 
All Merchants. ſtrangers, were enjoyned to lay out their 
Money, they received for their Merchandiſe 1mported into- 
Mt. '7 E this Realm again, in ſome Merchandiſe of this Realm , and 
+ "ft to prove the laying of their money ſo out , and by whom it 
was {olayd out, before the Officers of the Port, where it was. 
1o diſpoſed of, or laid out , upon the penalty of forfeiting all. 
' his goods found. within the Realm, and to ſuffer a years Im- 
priſonment. ” | 
ME, All Merchants ftrangers were bound to give ſecurity , to- 
on , in the King's Cuſtomer agd Controller, to imploy their money. 
' +" upon the commodities of this Realm, their reaſonable cofts 
excepted, and Italian Merchants were to ell their Gooes 
| w here 


SE 3 3 
where they didland them in grofs, and nat by retail, andtheir Stat,r, Ric, 


money {d received, to be laid our. again in the Realm, within 3oC4) 16.9 
the {pace of eight monerhs. 


| Theſe and ſuch like Statutes and Lawes might do very 
much good, to encreaſe the Tradeing of the kingdome, if they 
were enquired into, and revived with ſuch addition as might 
be neceſlary , for now we ſend a!l our money out of the 
Kingdome , and yend but ſmali quantities of our Manufa- 
ures, but onely our native commodities, which are prohi- 
bired, which quice ruines our Trade. | 
It ſhall be Fellony for any that ſhall tranſpert any Sheep, 
Wooll, wooll fells, martlings, ſhorlings, yarn made of wooll,c,,, 
wooll flocks, fullers earth, fulling clay , Tobacco-pipe clay, 
&-c. this A&I do beleive 1fnot repealed, will do much inju- 
ry now adaies, although it was intended for publique good, 
for I fear it will hinder many people from diſcoveting the 
Offenders, and breakers ofthe Law, though they were ſure 
to have never ſo great areward for it , for many men will be 
very cautelous, how they touch the life of a man , though 
they do deſerve death, morea thouſand times than the Theif 
that robs on the High-way, for a Theif doth but take away 
part' of a particular mans Eftate , but theſe wretches that 


14. Cap, 2, 


tranſgreſs the Kings Laws in tranſporting Weoll, &c. to for- 
reigners, deſtroy as muchas in them lyes , the happineſs of a 
whole CE , and are the procuring cauſes and Inſtru- 


ments, to bring many thouſands to great miſeries and lan- 

Suiſhing deaths. ____: 
There were many good Laws made, for the ſetling the Au: 
lingers Office, and preventing frauds and deceipts in work, 1n 
all ſorts of Drapery, both old and new, which are too tedi- 
ous to recite, though many of them be very neceſſary to be 
obſerved, for the credit and reputation of our Manufacture , 
but I ſhall only ſer forth, where they are to be found , and re- 
ferthe ingenious, and judicial , to the peruſal ofthe Statutes 
themſelves, which are the Statutes concerning Wooll and 
| = E-2 clothing, 
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clothing. 25. of Edw- 3. Cap.q. 27. Ed.3. Stat, 4. go. Ed. 
, .; Otat. T7. and'$. 2, Ric. 2. CAP. 2. Stat, 7s Ric. 29. I oF 4A 
2.Stat. 10. 13. Ric. 2. Stat, 11. 17. Ric.2.State 2. and 13, 
13 Hen. q. Stat. 24. 9g Hen, 4. Stat. 2, 11 Hen. 4,Stat. 6. 
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Cards for Wooll, were prohibited to be brought out ot 
other Countries into England or Wales; none were to tran-. 
ſport ſheep beyond Sea, without the King's Licence, there 
was a limitation upon keeping Sheep , and an appointment 
how many ſheep each man fhould keep, upon the penalty of 3 
£hill. 4 pence, for every ſheep more than his number. 

And if ic beas the Company of Silk-Weavers, and Ribbon- 
weavels ſay, (as doubtleſs it is,) there are an hundred thou- 
ſan people ſmall and great , that depends upon that trade in 
and about the City of Londer , then how many may be ſup- 
poſed rationally to beinthe whole Kingcone, that have. heir 
dependance on the trade ot clothing, in the old and new Dra- 
pery,ard other Tredes, which have a dependence upon, or 
relation unto the Trade of Clothing, and which know not 
how to earn a penny any other way, {ince that trade is ina 

- BFreat meaſure loſt, and left off ; but theſe poor people live 
idly, and go a begging for their bread , among which alſo are 
many children jrom 8 years of age to 15. which can very 
_ well get a living about the trade of clothing, for that they can 
fort Wooll, mixit, Spole, Quil, Pick Teaſels , prick Card- 
wiers, &c, and which 1a the time of good trading, Ou CON- 
altt- 


(PN; 
ſtantly earn eigl teen pence, twenty pence or two ſhillings a 
week, but row very few cfithem, bave any imployment as 
aforeſaid , and if 1 ould ſupp ole but a Million of fuch poor 
people , througt:out the Kingdeme , which ſhould every one L's ty the 
Eet his eighteen rencea week, it would amount ito, Thiee £997 70 
V.1Ilions nir.e hundted thcufand pourds ina year, which 14A 
{0 much clear loſs tothe Kingdeme ; belides I krow that there © 
ate many hurdred thouſands more of ſuch people _ which 
live idly, and get nothing. Since we ave left off ſo much of 
the Clothing crade in England, as bath been already intima- 
ted , the evil effe&ts and conſequents thereof, I hunbly delire 
to leave and commit-to the corlidetation of thoſe that are 
more judicious inthe Political affairs of the Common-wealth, 
to have ſuitable Remedies, asto their grave wiſdcme and Pru- 
dence Might ſcem to be meet and neceſſary , I endeayouring 
only to bea- layer open of the ſore, and reter to the skilful 
Chyrurgeon for a healing Plaiſter. 
And if our Parliament men, and Miniſters of State ſhould 
take into their ſerious conlideration , the g1eat troubles , thar 
are multiplyed upon thoſe tH-at endeayour faithfully to pro- 
ſecure the execution ofthe King's Laws, agairit tte Offen- 7awrs tobe 
ders, cheifly intending thereby, a future prevention of thei, P7o/ccmtcd, 
fraudulent dealings and threatning prectices, ) and would 
give incouragement to ſnch publique ſpirited men, by ſome 
eſpecial care taken, for the preſeriation of their Credits ard 
Reputations, and their perſons from troubleſome Arreſts, 
and vexatious Suits and moeleſtatiors, which the Delinquents 
do multiply againſt them , by ſalſe and feigned Actions, and 
thoſe coloured over wuh very ſpecious pretences, but the 
truth and reality of their irtertiors and deligrs 1s , ro ruine ard. 
deſtroy the Reputations, Eſtates and Families of ſuch as ſhall 
diſcover them, or appear againſt them, This I fay (12. 
the countengcing and encouraging of all faittiul 'Oftcers 
and others, ) wonld ftrike a kind of terrour to theſe tranſ- 
greſfors, ( Smugg!ers and othe1s,) that do deceive his Maje- 
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ſty-of his due Cuſtomes, and be a great means to keep them 


in awe, and good order, and encourage all mento be 1eady to 
diſcover ſuch Offenders, as ibey niighi any way tind them 
out by their-oppo:tunities , being abroad early and]ace, and 
toadd to this, that there ſhould be very ſevere Proſecutions 
againſt ſuch Offenders, and let them be abated nothing 0: the 
Juſtice of the Law, which is in ſuch caſes provided , and eſta» 
bliſhed throughout the Natien: for now it is a ſufficient 

crime, (as the caſe of late hach ſto0d)ro be by ſuch branded 
with the ignomy of an Informer , or an Informing Knave, 


though he diſcover nothing, but what doth immediately con- 


cern the King's Intereſt and publique good. And by theſe 
Smugglers and their Companions, he thall be reputed and ſaid 


to be, a troubleſome feHow, an evil ne1:hbenr, a difturber of 


the Peace among friends , &c, becauſe he doth faithful ſer- 


vice, according to his Duty , Conſcience, and Office, in la- 


bouring to preveat their Frauds , and abuſes , as frequently 
by them practiſed as they can. Andit ſuch Officers in the 
Cuſtomes, Atturneys and Clerks, which do connive or com- 
ply with ſuch Offenders, were removed from their Places, 
and Offices, and ſeverely punilhed, the publique good would 

be much preſerved, Trading greatly advanced , and thereby 
Gentlemens Eftates largely augmented, in their yearly value 


of Rents. 


I ſhall now give a brief deſcription of ſeveral Springs , that 
fill our Kingdome wich Prohibited goods, and of ſeveral 
Leaks, that empty the Kingdome of other ſorts of our goods, 
which are prohibited to be Exported out of the Nation : As 
our Wooll, and Fullers Earth, formerly ſpoke to, whichare 
by ſtealth carryed out of rhe Kingdome, to the great damage 
and prejudice of the Nation, and many Forreign Prohibited 
S00ds, are brought in among us, to the great injury , and un- 
doing of many Tradeſmen; as Silk and RibboggfVeavers, and 
0:her Artificers in and about Londex, and ſeveral parts of 
the Kingdome, which occaſions the great decay and loſs of 
our own Manufacture, with the leſs of the imployment of the 

| | Poor, 
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Poor, to the rujne of many thouſands, of men women and 
childien, that have had their dependance , cheifly , if not on- 
ly, on thoſe Merchandifes , which are dayly Imported from. 
France, Flanders, ard other Sea-ports, ſecretly into this our 
Kingdome.. | 

There are many of our Sea-Port. Towns, and ſeveral] Crecks, 
and holes along.the South-ſhore of England , belides Dover, 
Rumney Fairylee, Haſtings, Foleſton, Rye, Bredbempſton , 
&c. where theſe things are practiſed ; and indeed inthe Sum- 
mer time, when it is fair weather, goods may be Landed on. 
the Shoar, and Shipped off from the Shoar, on Veſlels all a- 
long the Coaſt, almoſt from Dover to tte Lands end, in 
Cornwal , and many times there are both brought aſhore, and woo!! $1;p= 
carried off ſuch Goods as are Prohibited both wayes , both ?'d of. 

for coming into the Land , and carrying out ofthe Land , and : 
this done in a-fair night, and the goods brought in , lye ſhel- 
tred in Countreymens houſes, which can hide and ſecure them 
till there be a convenient opportunity to Ciſpoſe otherwiſe of 
them with ſafety, and theſe Countreymen help them to Hor- 
ſes, to carry them to Loexdox or other Markets. 

Neither do 1 kere mention any thing of the North-Coaſt; 
becauſe I have hitherto been altogether unacquainted with 
thoſe parts, although I have reaſon to beleive, that the ſame 
Smuggling Trade is alſo praQtiſed in thoſe quartets, for their 
Coaſt lying over againſt Zoland , doubriels: the peoplethere 
are as ready to comply privately , in forbidden tradeirg with: 
the Dutch, as aleng the Sourh-Coaft, they are with ifte 
French , notwithſtanding there is ſufficient Provition made, 
in Our Lawes againſt ſuch linifter and ex i] PraRtices : But a- 
bout Kezt and Suſſex , are moſt frequently imported Prohi- 
bited goods from France and Flanders, and they are gocds 
of ſuch value, that aſingle Horſeman way carry five, or {ix 
hundred pounds-worth about him, and yer it ſhall hardly be 
known that he hath any thing with him. 

Now if theſe things were well conſidered , what quanrities- 
of goods are privately imported , andſo as that they brs ſel- 
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kin dome diſcovered , with what alſo comes into the River of | 
Kiv:irs, AJAMedway (alias Chatham ) which lies about twenty ſeyen 
.miles from London, by Land , and the moſt convenient River 
in Expland, (I beleive) t» Land goods privately : it would 
ealily appear , what loſs it is to his Majelty in perticular, in 
his Cuſtomes, which by theſe and ſuch like PraQtiesare ſtol- 
ten, and in general to the Trade of the whole Kingdome. 
Itis alſo well known, that thoſe which ſteal the ÞDuties of 
the King's Cuftomes, and do Import and Export Prohibited 
Goods and Commodiies, are none of the meaneſt perſons 
in the places where they dwell, but ſuch who oftentimes 
have great intereſt with the Magiſtrates about thoſe places, 
and fee:ng they get their money ſo ealily , by not paying the 
Kings due Cuſtome for their goods, as honeſt Merchants do, 
and being Purſe-proud, do not value what they ſzend, to in- 
Smugs!-15 gratiate themſelves into the fayour of ſuch Gentlemen , as 
m:ke maiy have authority as aforeſaid ; and then make it their bulineſs 
{1icads, by the aſliſtance of ſuch Magiſtrates, and their countenance, 
to deſtroy all ſuch as ſhall diſcover their fraudulent dealings, 
or elce by ſome ſmall Bribes to ſtop their mouths, that ſo theſe 
Cheats may avoid the penalty of the Law, and prevent o:ters 
trom the future from diſcovering their doings. 
The King's Cuſtome houſes , ought to be ſo many locks 
and Keysto the Kingdome, to let what is warrantable and 
laful tro come in, and to keep out what is forbidden its en- 
' trance, an1 to prezeat the great abuſes that are ſo frequently 
complained of, both in the. Exportation of our ProbFited 
S004s, an1 rhe Importation of Forreiga goods forbidden by 
Law, andif the Officers were but as vigilant and faithful as 
they ought to be, they might ealily and readily prevent theſe 
enormities with their care anddiligence , which are ſo dayly 
practiſed, - 
2d bo Bur it is too well known, how remiſs and careleſs the 
fc rs a Officers are, and negleful of rheir duties in many of the 
Cheat, Ont-Ports efpeciaſly , thr it is a thing very uſual with Smrg- 
Elersto ger blank Cetvificates , with the Seal of the Cultome- 
: houſe , 


( 41 ) 


houſe, to take np their Bonds that are given for the true de- 

livery of their goods at ſome other Port in England, and arg 3 
moreover there-is a great cheat in the ſhifting Mafters of 2 the : 
ſach Veſlels, as take in ſuch goods, they will oftentimes ex- 7. 
change the Maſter , before he goes out ofthe Liberty of che 
Port, where the goods were Shipped; and yet if all theſe 
things fail , and their coaſt Bonds come to be forfeited and 

Put into Suit, it is not to be expreſt, the delayes, ſhifts and de- 
ceitful tricks that are practiſed by ſome andertheriffs and 
their Deputies, in their returns, and in the Execution of the 
Law , which ought to be done both with ſpeed and juſtice, 

but both theſe are by ſuch perſons omitted, and theſe kind 

of doings do highly incourage theſe offenders, in their linful 
practices. 

I have alſo obſerved that the Farming the King's Cuftomes Farming 
bath been an occafion of preat prejudice to the trade of the the Kine's 
Kingdome , and the publique good ; for when the weal and Cuſtomes. 
Sood of the whole Nation, comes in competition with the 
Preſent profit of the Farmers, they are apt to reſolve the que- 
ſion for their own adyantage, permitting Prohibited goods 
to be Landed , ſo long as the due Cuftomes , for them come 
into their Coffers , 8nd the under-Officers , knowing what 
the Farmers their Mafters do, are very apt to learn the trade, 
to {et paſs our goods out of the Land thar are alſo prohibi- 
ted : and thoſe Smuggling Merchants that deal in ſuch kind 
of wares, can ealily find out the blind fide of ſuch Officers, 
& that will be bribed, to wink at ſuch their deceitful praiſes, 
ſuch an unfaithful Officer ſhall be highly commended among 
theſe theeviſh Merchants ſor a brave fellow, one that knows 
his bulineſs , and for a very civil perſon, that will do a Mer- 
chant a. kindneſs upon occafion, Thus evil is called good, 
and good is ſtiled evil, as ſaid before; thoſe Officers that SP11nzs 7o 
are fairhful to King and Countrey , are called Knayes, Trou- hag 
bleſome fellowes, evil Neighbours, &c. theſe the honeſt bo ag 
Sood men *&c, Good Lord | what a paſs are we come to in 
this Nation ? people account it no fin to ſeal from the King, 
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and now adaies thoſe that praQtice ſuch things have changed 
the terme, it is not (by them) called ſtealing Cuſtome, but ſa- 
ving cuſtome , for my part I am of the opinion, that he that 
ſteals Cuftome fremthe King to the yalue of twenty ſhillings, 
deſerves to be puniſhed as weil as he that ſteals ſo much from 
any other man, For asI heard a Scholler once a reaſoning, 
either it is this or that, &c.ſo 1 ſay here, either Cuſtome is 
the Kings due, or it is not, but no man dares be ſo impudent 
as in words to deny it , but they muſt needs acknowledge it a 
truth, that it is his due, and if ſo, why then do they not give 
to Ceſar the things that are his, according to the Commande- 
ment of our Saviour, and the Commandement of the King, 
and Parliament it being eſtabliſhed by Law, and conſtituted 
for the publique good, and the general adyancement of the 
Trade of the Nation, and ſuch Officers as will not comply 
with theſe ſort of people to cheat the King, are called Fooles, 
men that do not know their bulinefs, but if another had that 
Office, he would make ſomething of it, &c. but ſuch men 
minding the faithful and conſcionable diſcharge of their duty 
t0 God, to the King and Kingdome , with the bleſling of. God 


live better, and do a thouſand times more goed than others, 


and may be principal Inftrumentsto make the Kingdome hap- 
y and flouriſhing, 
I have had diſcourſe with ſome perſons who have had the 


thoughts of getting a Pattent , to put the Laws into Executi- | 


on , that are againſt the Tranſportation of Wooll , and other 
prohibited commodities ; but I can hardly think they would 


Tranſpert- De careful and diligent in- that imployment , except they 
377 Wooll 


ſhould reap a conſiderable profit for their labour , how 
thould they expe to ballance their expence. I refer tothe 
cenſure of the judicious, except it be by conniving at, (or 


as this, the tranſgreſſors may be encouraged to fin more, 


and more 4 for if ſuch Patentees ſhould roo much diſcourage. 


that ſort of people, that carry off the Wooll, g+c. to other 
Nations, ( who are the only men that muſt bring giſts to 
their 


Tu 

their Mill ) it would be as ridiculous a thing, & for Law- 
yers to perſwade people to peace, and by that means loſe 
their PraQice, and it is generally beleived, that there would 
be more Prohibited goods tranſported then , than what have 
been before, it the care for the putting the Lawes into Exe= 
cution , were once committed to Pattentees , for as in other 
caſes of tire ſame nature, the love of Money is ſo natural, and 
money {o much hunted after , that it may be acquired, that 
the minding of putring the Lawes into Execution , and men 
doing faithfully and uprightly their duty , 1s not a thing now 
a dayesat all regarded , or taken into conſideration as it ought 
to be. 

But I hope that his Majeſty with all the Peers of rhe Realm, 
andall others, are made in ſome good meaſure fenlible of the 
great concernement of Trade, and the ſad effe&ts and conſe- 
quents of exporting our Wooll , Fullers earth, 8c, as alſo 
of the idleneſs of our poor people, occalioned by the loſs of 
forreign Markets, for our woollen Manufactures ; thatI think 
it is high time for all Loyal SubjeRs, to give their utmoft aſ- 
{iftance to diſcover all Offenders, and make them manifeſt in 
their kind , and for all Superiors to give their juſt aſſiſtance 
that the Lawes may be put into a ſpeedy and ſevere executi- 
on againſt all Delinquents as ſoon as made vilible. 

In the dayes of King Edward the third (formerly ſpoken 
of ) and (ince, to the times of, our late unhappy contulions, 
the Trade of Clothing made the Kingdome flouriſh for ma- 
ny years together, and doubtleſs would do ſoagain , if our 
Lawes were but put into Execation, and every one were 
obliged to diſcover , and make manifeſt the Tranſfgreflors, 
for this 1s not a bulineſs for two or three men to do, let them 
imploy themſelves with all endeavours imaginable, but rhe 
eyes of all men muſt be about this matter , tending to ſuch a 
Reformation; and tke Courts of Judicature muſt be expe- 
ditious and ſeverein the adminiftration of Juſtice agaiiiſt fuch 
Offenders, when once convicted, ard let not' one of them 
be ſpared, who deſerve to be puniſhed without mercy: de- 
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cauſe for a little private advantage , they do their utmoſt to 
bring ruine on the whole kingdome : I could alſo declare 0- 
ther things that might be very afhftant. ro the increaſe of 
Trade , and the proſperity of the Kingdome , which is not ſo 
convenient to be made publique, betore it be debated among 
the Clothiers and T radelmen. 

It hath pleaſed his Majeſty to plant ſych Commillioners 
now , for the management of his Cuſtomes, that it is hoped 
they will do much good , eſpecially inthe regulation of the 
Out-Ports , concerning thoſe notorions evil praiſes, which 
bave been continually done among them, and for the en- 
couragins of thoſe Officers that are honeſt and faithful , if 
they Ronld be troubled at any time, or be any wayes dam- 
nified about lawful ſeizures, by reaſon of Actions brought 
againſt them, that they ſhall be releived by the. Con:miſlio- 
ners , and the charges that may ariſe in ſuch caſes at the Law, 
to be born by the common ſtock, 


Concerning 1 could ſay ſomething for the Staplers , though not much, 
S:iplers, becauſe I cannot find by our Lawes , that any ſuch people 
were 1. Were 1h thoſe dayes, when the Trade and Manufacture of 
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Wooll was firſt brought into Ergland; and yet Wooll was 
ſent to the Staples, and all the ManufaRurers thereof , had 
troſe ſorts that ſuited beſt for their trade, and we got and 
kept the whole trade of our Erglifh wooll, and of other 
Countries to our ſelves, in this Kingdome, and had the com- 
mand of the forreign Mat kets, which was the occafion of the 
firft ſetling all thoſe Companies, as hath been formerly and 
briefly ſet forth, and I doubt nct , but thai thoſe Staplers will 
ſet a gloſs upon their butinefs, and without queſtion their 
money doth ſpeak much for them, lying for the moſt part in 
andabout Londen, ſo nearto the Fountain ofthe Lawes ; yet 

Ido verily beleive thoſe people have much to anſwer for ,as 
to the ruine of many poor people, occalioned by their Ex- 
portation of Weoll beyond Sea, by -which. evil praRice, the 
Trade of the kingdome is in a great meaſure loſt, as kath 
beep ſer forth alteady ſomething largely; by reaſon where- 
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; of many of our poor people in the kingdome ate ready to 
periſh for want of Bread , notwithſtanding the great plen- 
ty inthe Land , and this is becauſe they want work. 

I ſhould loſe time further to complain , ſeeing all people 
are experimentally ſenſible of the loſs and decay of Trade, 
to the great diſadvantage of the Nobility , and Gentry in 
the Land, asallſo to the great detriment of the Farmer , and 

\ Merchant, although inceed the Poor are moſt pinchingly 
ſenſible hereof, thruughout the King's Dominions, and hence 
ariſeth the want of Money, (the thing by ail men complained 
of )) and the fall of Rents occaſioned thereby. 

I ſhall now proceed by way of Query, to propound and 
inſinuate ſomething, that may tend towards a remedy, for 
theſe Maladies, formerly complain'd of , and to be a reſtora- 
tiveto our decaying Trade, and to help it to life again , for 
as Phylitiars baving found ont the cauſe of the Diſtemper, 
know the readier how to apply what is ſutable , in order to 
the Cure, So herel having I hope diſcoyered the cauſes, 
and occalions of our loſe of Trade, ſhall take the beldneſs to 
Sive in tacitly my advice, moſt humbly begging pardon for 
ſuch a preſumption , and in all ſubmiflion, preſenting my con - 
ceptions to better judgements. 


* THether it would not be convenient to have a Com- 
V mitttee of Clothiers, ſome of the principal ot all 
Counties, with Merchants of the ſeveral Cities, and lome 0- 
ther Tradeſmen, and Artifice1s, to be appointed ; whoſe other 
weighty affairs might not obſ{ ut this great deſign of re- 
viving and advancing our Trade, to its former height , and 
luſter, and it.at ſome of thoſe Gentlemen (1. at a certain known 
place , as heir occaſions way permit , ſo that ſome of them 
may be ready at all times, to receive Petitions, or Projecti- 
01:3 from workmen, which may any way tend to the encreaſe 
andencoursgement of Trade; and for fuch Committees, to - 
Prepare and digeſt the fame, intoſuch a Method and form, 
a$ might occalion the ProduRion of ſuch further Lawes $4 
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To thought necefſary) for the future, as might reſtore and 


advance the Ciothing Trade, and the well maxing of Cloth, 
and all ſorts of goods, both in the old and ew Drapery, and 


the re&itying ſuch abuſes among all viher Travetuei, that 


are any way unployed avout the laid Draperies, 
W heiher all thole Laws againſt Exportation, and Impor- 


tation of Prohibited goods, and for the punilth ..ent of un- 


faithful Officers of the Cuſtomes, and others 5ncruſted that do - 
connive at ſuch abuſes (tothe King and Kingdome) and neg- 
leQtthe faithful performance of their duty , ought not co be 
put into effeftual Execution, and whether all other Lawes, 


| tending to the ſame maiter, or have any relation co theſe 


eDuerc 4, 


things, ought not once ina moneth , upon the market day to 
be publiquely read and declared, eſpecially in the Sea-Port 
townes, round ab: ut the Land, that by this means all che 
common people , who have the beſt and greateſt oppor.uni- 
ties for diſcovering Offenders, might know the Law, and ſo 
conſequently know how, and wherein to do the King and 
Countrey ſer ice, ſuch as might be very acceptable to them, 


and !hould not be unprotitable to themſelves, if they would 


be careful and diligent to watch and look o:t, 

Whether all people ought not to be encouraged , that ſhall 
diſcover ſuch as Tranſport Prohibited goods, either into the 
Kingdome or out of it; and that care ſho_.1d be taken for 
them in avery ſpecial manner , that rhey might be proteed 


from vexacious Suits, and Troubles, which are uſuall 


brought upon them that do diſcover ſuch tranſgreſſors , that 
ſo others may be terrified from ſuch like diſcoveries, all- 
though therein, by making known ſuch Smugglers , that 


they may receive the juſtice of the Law, they do the Kin 
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and Kingdomethe higheſt ſervice thar may be, and that care 
may be taken how their Credits, Families and Fortunes may 
be preſerved againft the malice of ſuch Miſcreants, whoſe 


common praGice is to multiply troubles on all ſuch as do 
any way moleſt them 1n their unjuſt delzgnes, 


Whether the evil prefidents, on ſome taicthfal Officers (be- 


—ng 
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Ing vexed and moleſted by theſe Smugglers and their Adhe- 
rents) for doing their duty and being juſt in ther places , for 
the publique goo i boih of King and Kingdome, may not give 
occation ro many other Officers , to take Bribes, and com- 
ply with thoſe Smugglers to cheat his Majefiy of his due 
Cuftomes , ra:her than to run the hazard of ſuch moleſtati- 
os, to the utter ruine of chemſelyes and Families. 

Whether it may not be neceſſary to put thoſe Laws into Þ «re 5/ 
Execution , that azzpointed Staples on-purpeſe ro ſell Wook : 
at, and that none ſhould be bought, ſold, or bargained for 
but in the publique Market, by the Clothiers, or the Manu- 
facturers therof, or ſhould be carryed too or from, any place 
or lodged near the warer-{ide, under any pretence whatſoe- 
ver, without the Licences of ſome Officers, appointed on. 
purpoſe, except only in the day-time, by publique and open 
carriages from the place of its growth, to the publique Mar- 
ket, ſo that all thoſe which ſhall carry Wooll concealed, and 
others who with force of armed men in the night, tranſport 

" It to the water (ide, in order to their private Shipping it off, 
with as much obſcurity as they can, might be diſcovered by 
ſome honeſt Shepherds, Husbandmen, Porters, or Water- 
men, whoſe occafions call them to be abroad both early and 
late, and ſo they have more convenient opportunines to find. 
out ſuch evil doers, than other people have ; and that ſuch as 
do give in Information of ſuch tranſgreſſors , ſhall be Pro- 
rected and well rewarded. 

Whether the wilful tranſgreflion of the Laws of the Land, Suze 6, 
made & ſetled by the King, Lords &Commons-in Parliament, 
& continued in, & obſtinately praiſed; be not the ready it nor 
the only IntroduCtion to Rebellion, when ſuch evil Coers , as 

| have been formerly ſpoke of, do make it their utmoRt endea- 
vour, to deſtroy the publique for a lintle private advantage z 
as hath been already ſo much complained of, havingno re- 
ſpe& tothe Laws cfthe Land , that Probibit ſuch evil pra- 
Rices aStheirs , and whether this be not a high contempt of 
the Authority aforeſaid, that Enated thoſe good Lawes. 

_ Whether 
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Whether it would not forward the great work ofreyj. 
ring our Trade, and prevent thoſe abuſes complained of, if 
an Office was appointed in eyery County , to be kept by ſome 
honeſt upright men , who bave a clear reſpec tothe pub- 
lique good, and advancing the National Trade, that might re- 
ceiveall Informations of ſuch abuſes, and tranſpreſfions of 
the Laws of the Land, inthe caſe before mentioned, from 
any peovle that ſhould be the diſcoverers of the ſame, and 
thar ſuch Officers may have power to examine Witneſs ups 
on Oath, and if there be found a real guilr, in the Accuſed per- 
ſon or perſons, that ſuch Officer ſhall give to ſuch diſcoverer, 
of his or their good ſervice, and the matter to be Proſecu- 
red at Law by a publique charge, and the perſons, though 
never fo mean, that have given the Informations, ſhould be 
aſſured to receive his reward , by vertue of his Certificate, 
without any manner of trouble or charge to himſelf, as ſoon 
as the Suit thall be determined, all which would be carry- 
ed on with much eaſe, and be accomplithed in a ſhort time if 
ſuch an Officer as did Proſecute for the King had the counte- 
nance of the Courts of Judicature as they ought co have, and 
the Cities and Countries made throughly ſenſible, that this 
matteris of ſo great concernment to the publique good , ſo 
thatall Smugglers might be fo much diſcountenanced , by all 
people both high and low , that none ſhould dare to preſume 
to tranſgreſs the King's Laws, or for the future, endeavour a 
publique deftruRion to the Kingdome, for their private and 
perticuler advantage. 
Quere 8. Whether it may not be judged to be more convenient , up- 
_ on the diſcovery ofſuch Offenders, to Proſecute them in the 
King's Court of Exchequer, rather than in' any Countrey 
Court adjacent, where ſuch Fa& was committed, or where 
the Offender dwells, leaſt there ſhould be ſome ſpecial. cor- 
reſpondence held thereabowts, or intereſt more readily made 
in ſuch Courts. 
Quere 9+ Incaſeany publique Officer ſhould be ſurprized, by the 
ſabtil contrivanceof ſuch Smugglers, with their Anas _ 
erks, 
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Clerks, (who frequently uſe foul pratices alſo,) and that 
ſuch Officer lhall be put to great Charges, poſſibly beyond 
, his Ability, before he can obtain releif accord ng to the 
rules of the Law : whether it would not be convenient thar 
ſuch Rules ſhould be made and practiced in all Courts of 
TJudicature, that ſuch publique Officers for the King, ſhould 
not be expoſed to ſo great charges, by ARions brought a- 
ezinftthem, meerly out of malice , which are done purely 
out ofdelign to terrify ſuch Officers, (and to prevent ifpoſli- 
ble, for the future , the due and faichtul Execution of their 
ſaid Office in ſuch caſes , wherein the Kingdomes good is ſo 
much concerned, and that a place was appointed where they 
might be ſpeedily heard without tedious attendance. - 
Whether any Officer that formerly did , or now doth be- 
: long tothe Cuftomes, or was ary wayes intruſted in his Ma- 
zefties Service, who hath proved unjuſt, and unfaithful in his 
Office, either by conniving at ſuch Smugglers, or complying 
with them, or neglie&ng (upon complaint made to him) to 
bring them to condigne puniſhment, according to the Juſtice 
of the Law, ought ever to be intruſted in any publique Im- 
ployment for the future, Oo | 
' Whether by our Laws, any Under Sheriff ought to con- | 
tioue in his Office, more than one year, or to a& as Under- W#'e ''« 
Sheriff upon any pretence whatſoever ; conl1Jering they have 
fich opportunities, to be prejudicial to any perſon, accor- 
_ Cing to their Intereſts. and inclinations ;' and they may delay 
and vex one party , and inthe mean cime-unjuſtly incourage, 
and heighcen the other; and this is ſuch a rhing as of en 
proves yery prejudicial co His Majeſties Aﬀeairs in the P:0- 
ſecution of ſuch Laformarions, as may be brought , touching 
_ the abuſes here memiiored. 
Whether theſe Officers , that are in Commiſſion or Im- 
ployment, that do joyn with, or countenance ſu h as-do 
tranſgre(s the King's Laws, and make it their buſineſs to de- 
fraud the King of his Dues, or are not ready and torwa:d Fr 
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do that juſtice againſt the Delinquents that ſo do, ought nox 
to be Diſplaced, and ſome way ſeverely Puniſhed? = 
®yerery, Whether thoſe Jurors chat will give up their Verdi con- 
trary to Law, and Evidence , ought not to be forced to give 
ſatisfaQion to the party ſo greived, and injured; or to be 
made to ſuffer one way or another, as cxamples. in ſuch caſes; 
without asy tedious trouble to the party greived , as may be 
judged requilite, and reaſonable , for as our Laws ſtandin 
thatcaſe, it is almoſt impoſſible to punith a Jury that dath 
offend, and a& contrary to Law, for it is too much become 
the cuſtome of many Juries, to a to the dammage of one 
perſon, out of favour and reſpec to the other, ſo-that allpeo» 
ple are ſenlible ofthe great abuſes that are put upon one par- 
ty , where the Adverſary cancarry a great intereft , either in 
CSE LS, Gone" 
Quere 14,, Whether it would not be as great a renown to His Maje- 
ſty, ifthe Trade of Clothing was recovered to its height, 
as it was to King Edward the Third, of Famous Memory, 
by whoſe Providenee, and Induſtry it was firſt brought inte 
England, which hath been.ſo exceedingly advantagious to 
this Kingdome, for many years, and doudtlefs might be re- 
 vived, toas great a ſtrength as ever; if ſuch things were con- 
ſulted and practiced, which might be the proper and effe- 
Ctual means, conducible thereunto; and the peeple of the 
Kingdome brought to ready obſervation , ofthe Lawes of 
the Land , which would turn to his Majeſties great advantage 
in lis Cuftomes, &c. and put all his Sybjecs in general intoa 
capacuy of payipg- their Taxes willinply , according 4s' his 
Majeſty ſhould have. occalion, the Springs of Trade: then be- 
ing open and runking , . would bring in ſupplies to all peg» 
Qrere! ” | 
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a fe ye es 
Whetherit would not be neceſſary that all thoſe Tawgnot 
yet Repealed, relating to the furtherarice of -Trade ,--atd 
. pro-miſcyouſly ſcattered, in the Law Books, ought not to be 
 eyived, and re-Printed in one Volume, that ſo all peopte 
wight readily know thoſe Laws, and be by Authority tric- 


ly 
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ly commanded the obſervance ofthe ſame, 'with incourape- 
ments to the obediett , and punithments to the diſobedient, Quere 17. 
In caſe any Laws be wanting, or are not full enough, a- 
| gainſt the Tranſportation of our Prohibited goods , or the 
Importation of Forreign Prohibited goods, as new ſorts of 
Stuffs, that may be made beyond Sea, or any thing elce , that 
is not perticularly provided againſt, whether it may not be 
' very neceſſary to have ſuch a dete& ſupplyed. 
Whether there ought not to be a Statute for the regulati- Quere Th, 
onor well making of ſuch Staffs, cc. which were not uſed 
in former times, that ſo all deceits in work may be avoided, 
which if done, would doubtleſs yery much advance the cre- 
dit ofthe Englsſh goods, and greatly further the ſale of them 
Qt a Forreign Market. . _ i Ls 
Whether it is convenient that our ManufaQures of Cloth Quere 18. 
and Stuffs, ſhould be allowed to be tranſported out of the 
Land white (or undied ) becauſe it is a very common pra- 
Aice of the Darch and Ergliſh too, foro do, and then they 
Dye themand Dreſs them in Holand, by the which they ſet 
many people on work, and all that imployment is loſt to Er- 
gland: but this is not all, for the Dutch do ſo handle the 
matter, as that they mak our own goods more acceptable and 


faleable in Forreign Countries, than we uſually do, with the 
ſame ſort of g__ which we Dy in Ezgland ,to the great 


profit and credit of the Datch abroad among ftrangers, and 
to the great loſs and dammage of Ergland, belides the dil- 
reputation by that means to England, yea! many times the 
ſame goods that were carryed over to Zolland white , are re- 
turned to us again, when the Dutch have Dyed them and 
dreſſed them, and then they are eſteemed the beſt Colours, 
and therefore moſt vendible among us” © 
Whether it wonld nor be very conducible to the publique Fes 
good, that thoſe perticuler Statutes ſhould be put into effe&u- 
al Execution , which do politi-ely appoint , that all Mer- 
chants Forreigners , Tradeing into England with Conimo- 
Citics of their own Count;cy growth , and vending them 
. G 2 ere, 
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kere, ſhould lay out their motey again in 6ur Engliſh Ma- 
rufaQures, and not be permiited to carry money. out of the - 
Land, directly nor indirectly; but lay It Out 1n the SOOdS , 
and wares of Englund ( their neceſſary expences excepied) 
according to the true intent and meaning of the ſaid Sta- 
tute, | 3 

Whether it be not worthy to be taken into conſideration, 
concerning the fineneſs and weight of our Engliſh Coin, a- 
bove and beyond the Coin of our neighbouring Nations , and 
whether that be not the cauſe of its Exportation out. of the 
Land ; a broad.twenty lhillings peice of Gold, being worth 
in France, Flanders , and Holand, twenty feven thillings, 
and a Crown piece of lilver worth lix ſhillings ; ſo that I ſup- 
poſe we ray ceaſe wondring , what is become of the money 
of the Kingdome, conlidering it is ſuch profit to the Mer- 
cl ant to tranſport it beyond Sea, ” 

Whether it would not very much-1ncreaſe Trading , and 
be highly advantageous to the King's Majefty , to bave mo- 
ney plentiful in the Land, and greatly benefit the Commcn- 
Weale, if money in Exgland was in ſome meaſure made 
ſutable or equal, to the weight and fineneſs of money in 0- 
ther Lands, and whether this would not be a great means of 
bringing in money from other Lands, and then keep itin the 
Kingdome being brought in ; by ſuch means the King would 
be ſure to havea ſpeedy ſupply on all demands, for his occali- 
ons ; anditis granted on all hands , that good Treaſures of 
Money are the principal. Sinews of War. - 


Ourre 22, Whether we in England, ought not in reaſon, to take the 


fame care, for the preſervation and advancement of our Na- 
tive Commodities, as every Other Kingdome and Countrey 
doth for theirs, as in Spain, the labour of the people is in 
their Vineyards, for the Production of Wine and Fruit , con- 
cerning which they take great care , that they make the ut- 
moſt, and ſperd little of theſe things themſelves, that they 
may make money of them to furniſh their needs , with what 
is futable, and many times they will not part with theſe Bar 
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goods, for Barter, or Exchange for other goods, but will 
have ready money, and at dear rates too, aSI have heard by 
thoſe that have traded into thoſe parts; ſome have given to 
the Spaniards, at the Canaries 100 peices of Eight, for an 
ordinary Pipe of Wine, in ready meney ; which 100 Peices 
of Eight are well worth:twenty two pounds Sterling, with ns, 
and likewiſe in France concerning their Wines , Salt, Bran- 
dy, &c. what care is by them taken to make the beft of 
them, that may be , and what vaſt quantities of French- 
Wines , Brandy, Vinegar, &c, Co come over into England 
ina year ; to pay for which I doubt, there goes a great deal 
of ready money : and ifſoin other Countries, why ſhould 
not the ſame care de taken in England ,for the advancement 
of our Manufactures, endeavouring thereby to imploy our 
Poor, and ſo to inrich the Kingdome , eſpeciatly conlidering 
the far greater advantages of ſo doing, that we bave in En- 
 #land, than any other Nation hath, as hath been already art 
large ſet forth. _ 

Why ſhould the humour of our people in England ſo far Que: :;. 
engage them to an old cuſtome of burying the dead in Lin- 
nen , as to contradiR and diſobey ſo good a Law as was lately 


wm madeby Ac of Parliament, for the burial of our dead in 


Woollen, doubtleſs there was reaſon enoug then produced 
in Parliament, to ſway with the King and thoſe two Honou- 
rable Houſes forthe EnaQing the ſame, and whether it be 
not as decent to cover the dead Corps in Flannel , as it is with 
Lignen ; beſide the burial of the dead in Flannel will great- 
ly advance the ManufaQture of the Nation, and in reaſon ad- 
vance the prizes of all other Woollen wares, and this Wool- 
len Cloth is of cur own produQtion, and when we bury our 
people in Linnen , that cauſeth ſo much expence "W=w the ge- 
nerality) of the goods of other Countries; and whether. jt 
ought not to be conſidered, that the Law provided 1a this. 

caſe, ought to be re-intorced, 
Now to draw towards an end, I have met withan Ob- 
jection to this Treatiſe, that it may be judged Tuperoouh. 
ecaule: 


on - 
becan'efeveral Books are extant concerning this Subje& , to 
which f Anſwer, ”— 
 Thevghl have reaſon to beleive them that told me ſo, yer 
1 do beleive that the Reader will fmd a great difference be- 
4ween this and any other, if they be compared together, 
and that in many reſpe&s. _ 

And again I Anſwer, thac the more Complaints are made, 
of the Abuſes and great Loſſes to the Kingdome , ſo much 
the more ought all good men to enquire into the truth of 
thoſe Complaints, and endeavour for futable Remedies, in 
Tendency whereto, I have preſented ſomething here by way 
of Quzre, &e, . 

And now methinks I hear ſome wiſe men fay, that it 1s Rea- 
ſon that ſuch abuſes ſhould be puniſhed , and that ſeverely, 
if any ſhould preſume to act ſuch things , as are here com- 
plained of, or any waiesvindicate thoſe that do them, to the 
which Ianſwer, thatTI wiſh that I were called to prove my 

| knowledge of thoſe things, without too much charge or At- 
rendance, before any that ſhould be appointed, to enquire 
into and to regulate the ſame, forT do not make it my buft- 
neſs to ſet forth in this diſcourſe the perticuler abuſes of 
thoſe Countrey Atturneys, Under-Clerks, Under-Sheriffs 
in their returns, and the abuſes of their Officers, and the Af- 
liſtance that ſome great Smugglers have, from ſome Ma- 
Siſtrates and Juſtices ofthe Peace in the Countrey , toge-. 
ther with the affronts that have been offered to our good 
Lawes, of which I bave had a large and ſad experience : And 
al:tough our Lawes are good, and our Judgesare juft, yer 
the corruption 1n the praRice of the Law , by nnder-Ofi- 
ers, isſo exceeding bad and deſtruQtive tothe Trade and 
publique good of the Kingdome , that in caſe I ſhould per- 
ticularly recite thoſe abulesthat I my ſelf have met with a- 
mong the Practicers ofthe Law, I ſhouldfitl a Book many 
times bigger than this. ED 
— And tow I ſhall conclude, with the true and hearty wiſhes 
of an Engliſhman , that all our Miniſters of State may ſo a- 
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grce eſpecially inthis junRure of time, that they may una- 
nimouſly joyn together , as one intire body , againſt all In- 
truders upon our Trade and Priveledges both at Sea and 
Land ;thar the Walls of this Kingdome may be built upand 
preſerved, and our Tradeing may encreaſe and flouriſh , ſo 
that no cunning Uſurpers may rob us of our old Preroga- 


tives of the Seas, orthe ManufaQture of our native Trade up- 
- enthe Land. 
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ARSE - 
Reereber PEHETTTEN, 
Poſt cript. 


Hat theſe things are conſiderable. 

co be looked into, and that a flock 

may be raiſed to 'employ rhe poor 

out of miſimployed Charity , I 

have given a breit account of the a- 

buſes of Charity , in the place 

where I now inhabit, with a ſhort Deſcription of 

the River of Medway, alias Chatham , and the fraudes 

practiſed there and of ſome notorious abuſes 

- put upon me for dolng my duty , and endeavouring 

' to prevent thoſe fraudes complained of inthis Book, 

with the foul Practiſe of ſome under-Clerks , and. 

cunning devices of ſome other Lawycrs , which I 

ſhall Preſent ro his moft Sacred Majeſty, and tothe 

great Councels of the Kingdome ; to the end it may. 
be known what need there 1s of better encourage- - 

ment ro honeſt Officers, and thoſe who put the Laws 

in Execution againſt ſuch Offenders, being alſs 


ready to prove what 1s alledged i in every particular 
claule before his Majefty in Councel, 


W_—e_< w—_ ——— 


England 


A et <a oooe am, 


England is exceeding happy in a good and gracious King, 
but exreamly unhappy in ſome n:ifauhiul Officers , and di- 
vided people, we are alſo happy in good Lawes, but uchappy 
in that they are ſo much corrupted , it is nothing with ſome 
Councel to make good, bad, and bad. good, and in cafe they 
abuſe a man never ſo much , rhis is ſufficient, They ought to 
de what they can for their Client ; by this courſe , our moft 
Sracious King, and the Honourable Courts are often milin- 
formed, honeft men diſconraged , and unjult Stewards pre- 
ferxed, let Attornzys and Clerks uſe never ſo unjuſt praftice, 
honeft and juſt Lawyers will ſeldome complain , or move a- 
ga'nſtrhoſe of the ſame profeliion. This Nation 1s puffed up 
with Pride, and grown idle with plenty , the meaneſt vie 
with the greateſt, and will do any unjait thing to maintain 
it, Playes are more regarded then Prayers, Drunkenneſs 
than Study , the Clerks pens, than Trades-mens hands, ſo 
that our Trade is loft, our people live idle, Charity Robbed, 


our Poor itarved, Our Lawes.not regarded , our Conſciences 
faſt a ſleep. —- 


— 


The Scene is ſo much altered in 25.or 30 years, that thena 
man thought his Son well provided for, if placed with a Clo- 
thier, and now nothing will dobut Law, fo that they multi- 
ply like Catterpillersin a dry Summer , inſomuch rhat the 
increaſe of the Land cahnot feed them , but they ſwallow up 
the earth alſo, whatI write is no Romance, I have had fad 
experience of the truth of it, and according to the good old 
Proverbs, The Loſer may have leave to ſpeak, And trath 
may be blamed, though not jpamed , that doth make a man as 
bold asa Lion, and 1 bleſs Godin all my fad AfMidtions, that 
very thing, and God's promiſes harh kept up my ſpirits, and 
without reaſon I till hoped co be delivered from thoſe wolves, 
as Daniel was delivered out of the Lyons Den , which hath 
 beendone, ſore of my Enemies falling before me, and others: 

bave confeſſed their fanl's., and I lave as freely forgiven 
them, as I hope God will forgive me, others whole actions 
are {o foul, they bluſh and. hang down their heads when 


they 


they ſee me, though they Will endeavour behind my back 3 
& where it's not known, to excuſe themfelyes,I declare j -!efire 
to be in peace with all men, though I do endeavour to get my 
right , vindicate my felf, and for publique good puniſh 
Offenders. : | 
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